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The Dedication. - 
BY: in 2 great an air; or give 


ou any advice, but ubat is ſupport- 


ed by the ungugſtionable authority of 
reaſon and ſcripture. 

Nu have a conſcience within you, 
as a little examination. into your gun 
beartt will ſoon convince you; an 


inward ſenſe of tbe di iference be- 


Fen good and evil, virtue and 
vice; T mean, in the maſt confidera- 


ble branches of moral goodneſs. You 
will find your. ſelves excited to good 
by * — happy inſtinckt 1 and often 
rebuked for your fins by a. ſecret re- 


 luffancy, uneafineſs, and dzjection. 
| Your paſſions act with great force; 


deſire, love, hatred, anger, fear, ſor- 
row, and Joy. Thoſe are apt to run 


into exceſs.; to be moved ſudgenty, 


Rirongly . by a ſenſible world; 


and 
and the: many corrupt. examples and 


E cuftoms,: which: prevail in it. With- 


one great care and attention you will 
- tothe ROE: * wrong nea- 


ſures; 


by a new hght, without ſu 


—— 

The Dedication-- 
ſures; be tempted,” 
better diGlates-of your muon" breaſts, 


contrary. to tbe 


to do many things abſurd, irrational, 
and finful: ſuch as you may feel 


the bad Heli of both ak and yok 


1 
To prevent” this, God was phaſed 


and 
ſeding 
the light of nature, reveal Bis wil 
to man, which Huld contain the true 
meaſures ' of bis duty and happineſs. 


fo fend bis fon” Jeſus Chriſt ; 


His de 9 1 1 is to render you" eafie and 
every ation, and, After 


aſe ful in 


you have failed your courſe i in this 


probationary: ſtate, to make: you eter- 


nally happy. This is eminently. called 


your. SAL VAT IO, and of ſuch » 
great importance in it ſelf, that you 
cannot but eſteem it T W'E GREAT 


CoNnCcERN' of Life. The holy 


Scriptures,” as well as right. reaſon, 
your chref 


direct you" to: God, as 


good; and to. the attainment. F hit 
auoun 


5 

* 

2 RF = 5 F 

_—_ 2 - 
3 FO. a 2 

9 E 1 * * es, * 3 2 f 50 

i Y TR # - 246 a2 2 

* 1 x —_— 3 4 Pr >” = * 


1 
25 

= 
1 
"hs 
8 
= 


3 | 


2 1 


vi The Dixdichtion. 
favour anal tikeneſe, ur your ſuprenit 
bappineſs. if, infteadof- this, you haps 
to find it, in dignity, wealth, power, 
carnal eaſe and pleaſure, you. pill be 
fadly diſappoi ted, as mam Have been 


before you; and like travellers in 4 
wer vng road, #be more baft you make, 
_ fareber from your 2 
Fn 2 625 5 
"The following diſcourſes will, I 
hope, CORVINC? 5 that God is mot 
impartial in the offers F this ſalva- 
tin. The way is pia and vhvrous, 
wayfairing men, though fools, 
zbough fene and nnlearned, ſhall 
-not err therein, Ifa. xxxv. 8. the 
wm of enjoging it, reaſonable ; the 
laute, 'meghty ;, the entourage ment | 
large and Ex re 2 and 
that nothing tan render it impaſi- 
Ve, but your own wilful contempt of 
ir. Sub 71 _— will * 
ee * want Beben, you 
_— 


Thie Dedicatibn. vn 
ay never avant the bene of ſalua- 
ien; and b able t 1 ſay! true 
andi, not in u careleſs" triſing 
Menner,' as d en, as you hope to 
he ſaved. Kaqp this abjetb, the fol- 
wation of ; your” ſouls, conſtantly. in 
WMew, and preſi it bome upon your 
hearts avith all \fncerity and a 
net, as your "CHIEF END. Jt 
would be perfect ſy abſurd for fuch ra- 
tonal beings to came into tlie world 
for they knew not what, and go out 
of it * knew not whither; better 
you: hath wer ſeen Ihe irght.; better 
vou bad never been born," than: to 
eume imo re noorld, and offend the 
author and freſerver of your beings; 


than to proſtitute bis gifts of nature. 
end grace, in the mire ꝙ fin; than 


to' be injurious. and hurtful iu _ 
Hatten, and then dye to be undone, ' 

. God, the fountain of ali guodneſs, | 
is ferious 5 in providing this /abvation 
for Jon ;. SEV? ts 2 aus in Me | 
f 


viii The Dedication. 
it to you; 


in bis applications to your minds, antd'in 
Ariving againſt the „ ee of your 

a ; 5 = boly ſcripthres. Sing Ih 
your cars the moſt ſerious: and impor. 
tani tydings ; 3 Ihe aobole creation it fe 
rious in ſerving God and us; all in 
"heaven and bell are ſerious, (as once 


a great ſtateſman * obſerved to his 


friend) and ſhould you in the midſt 
of fuch a general concern be 'trifling 
and inſenſible. Have yum any greater 


au, as he was both-in living and 
dring for you'; the holy ſpirit is ferinus 


bufneſs to mind than the: ſalvatian of 


your fouls ; any better Friend to pleaſe 
_ than the, eternal God; any. nobler 
good to fecure than heaveh F not, 
fallow. your conuictions, and reſolve 
that this ſhall be. Jour firſt and laſt 
choice, to Jeek the kingdom. of God 


5 and its righteouſneſs, Mart. vi. 33. 


A ſbauld, methinks, affef?. you to 
a, that. NOW 1 9960 our OWN 

aul, 
0 Sir Fra rancis w alkngham, 
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The Dedication. ix 
fouls, bow dreadful is the found r 
thoſe words ! ſhould you, ] ſay, lo 72 
your own ſouls, you can blame no one 
but your ſelves. ' This thought is very 
painful. It produces the worm. that 
never dies, and kindles the fire that 
is never quenched, Mark ix. 44. 
The great God diſclaims all nfluence 
ps your deftrution ; be diſclaims it 
with ſuch ſolemnity and tenderneſs, 
that every one might ſee, it was bis 
averſion. As I live, faith. the Lord 
God, I have no pleaſure i in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and live: turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, 
for why will ye die, O houſe of N 
rael? Back xxxiii. 11. Can any 
thing be more aſfectionate and engag- 
ing 4 God has done bis part for 7 4 
ſalvation; be has ſpared no coſt, nor 
"Zreaſure ; be ſpared not his own ſon. 
After this, be juſtly expects that you 
Hu chuſe the 75 part, and act 4 


wiſe 


Xx The Dedication, 
wiſe one; that you fhould heartily 
concur with the Lac % of his 18 
dence and grace. 
Before T elgſe this addreſs, I u 
recommend one thi ng particularly to 
your conſideration, that we cannot * 
febly be happy without an inward aif- 
Pofition for happineſs : unleſs there 
| be firſl a change wrought in us, futt- 
able to the nature and quality of the 
ee, in which we ſuppoſe our — 
to' lye. This is an univerſal 
oy, that ſati faction and enjoyment 
can only refult from. an agreement 
between the faculty and the ob- 
ject. Arigbt apprehenſion of this, will 
| prevent many prejudices and miſtakes 
in the conduct of this great affair, 
the ſalvation of your fouls. Tou fee 
the propriety and force of this princi- 
ple in matters of ſenſe and ond 
pip; and tis only the fame applied 


to religion. For inftance. ; hight is 


pigeons fo the eyes, but if the eye is 
affected 


The Dedication. xi 


off:eted with any accidental *forentft 
or pain, we loo oj that þ 2 are. Food 
7s Fan to the palate, but if that 
happens to be any ways vitiated, the © 
food ſeems bitter and di fagrezable 
The motions of life are free and eaſy, 
but if the limbs are pained and di ſeaſ- 
ed, we move with difficulty and com- 
plai nt, This holds true, not only of the 
body but the mind. There is great va- 
riety in mens natural tempers ; ſome are 
light and airy, others ſerious ; fome 
are humerous and gay, others ſevere ; 

fome are addicted to buſineſs, others 
o pleaſure. Take either tuo of theſe 
oppoſite characters, and you cannot 
34 55 they would incline 7 one another, 
o as to form a ſlate 9 iendſbip. 
The delig 4 of Ms one, Tolle be the 
averfion * the other, 95 no union o. 
intimacy could po ubfiſt between 
them. Back id pohly ft fort him 
ſelf with thoſe of his own taſte and 


turn of mind, So it is in religion and 
B 2 " 
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17 our happineſs, our tempers muſt be 
| holy and virtuous; a moral. change 
eorought in us, ſuitable to God's moral 


fare, and taſte no happineſs in his fa- 
wour, and enjoyment. What pleaſure 
coulda ſenſual wicked man take in an 
boly God; what comfort receive from 
a being of znfinite purity, righteouſ- 


to the work and friendſhip there. He 
would ſtarve in the midſt of all that 
Plenty, and hang down his bead amid(t 
che hallelujahs and triumphs of the 
bleſſed. He would reliſh no more a vir- 
tuous heaven, than a fwine would the 
pleaſures f an angel; and for the 
fame reaſon, an inward indiſpoſition. 
You fee then what is the great de- 


"viz. 70 make you boly and virtuous. 
au Ver confequently what muſt be the 


Kale 


wo bufineſs of happineſs. - If God is 


character, or we ſhall find no plea- 


neſs, and power. A wicked man in 
beaven has a temper moſt repugnant 


4 n of. religion in the 4 ar ſtate, 


The Dedication. xiii 
ſeope of all your endeavours and pray- 


ers, that your minds may bear a 
proper reſemblance of God. Thisis vital 
and power ful religion. This, in ſhort, 
muſt be the effeft of our fai th, and hope, 
and profeſſion ; the attendant of our 
worſb1p, our ſacraments, and all the of. 
Fees of piety, or they will ſgniſie juſt 
nothing to us. A religion without 
virtue, and an happineſs without God 
are of no palue, and have' no real 
dignity and excellence in them. This 
then, in the reaſon of things, as well 
as the word of God, is an eternal 
truth, hat the inward temper and 
conſtitution of the foul, its powers and 
paſſions muſt, now, be form'd into an 
agreement with the checks and re- 
wards of religion, or we can never be 
happy, hereafter. Du may profeſs 
your belief in God and Feſus Chriſt 
with Solemnity ; you may attend the 
publick and private offices of devotion, 
with ſome conſtancy and zeal; you 


53 ma 
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receive taptiſm, the Lord's ſupper, 
and abſolution, yet if your hearts are 


not changed, from carnal to ſpiritu- 


al, from the love of fin, to the love 


of Ged, from a ſen ual, vicious tem- 
per, to purity, chaſlity, temperance, 


humility, equity, and benevolence ; to 
a mind truly virtucus, to. a life of 
ſobriety, righteouſneſs, and godli- 
neſs, Titus ii. 11, 12. 2% cannot be 
Javed. Without holineſs, no auths- 
rity upon earth can aſſure you FL ſalua- 
tion; no forms, no creeds, no faith, no 
zeal, no church can give gau a cer- 


tain expectation of it. This is the 
tenour of ſcripture, this the belief of 


all freteſlant churches, this the ef- 
* of real vital religion. The ex- 
ternals of worſhip muſt be accompa- 
nied with an inward reverence. and 
le of God; the truths you believe 
muſt be wrought into the very frame 


of your ſouls, or your profeſſions will 
be all vain and empty ſhew, 


7 
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all muſt recommend this, therefore, 
your repeated confideration, becauſe 

25 797 the laſt importance to you, and 
ſhould be thoroughly under o. You 
would not live without religion, re- 
member then, that this confiſts in ſucb 
4 ſenſe of divine truth, as enters in- 


10 yo, and becomes. the Jpring F a 


new nature, reſining your thoughts, 
purifying your bearts, and governing 
jour whole deportment. You would 
not live without God, remember then, 
muſt be filled with ſuch à con- 
Rant, and. preſent ſenſe of his being, 
ence, and univerſal goodneſs as 
may live in you, and govern you, and 
always engage you to aſe of him that 
afſtance, which may enable you in 
your whole duty. You would not live 
without an intereſt in the merits of 
Chrift's ſuffering and death, remem- 
ber then, that he aims at the very 
fame thing, to make you holy and vir 
Ztwous. He did not 2 from heaven 
B 4 0 


xvi The Dedication. 
earth; from glory to ignominy and 
Shame ;_ be did not ſuffer and dye to 
fill your heads with notions, but your 
bearts with right affettions. He came 
to mend your hearts, to reform your 
lives, to carry your ſouls to life and 
perfection; to make you wiſe and 
good, and happy. See then and be- 
lieve the importance, the neceſſity, 
and excellence of this inward, holy. 
change. Let me beſeech you, there- 
fore, my friends, to follow peace and 
holineſs, without which'no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord, Heb. xii, 14. Urge it 
on by every conſideration and means, 
which are proper to influence reaſon- 
able beings. . By ſetting God before 
you, and yielding to the motives of 
his preſence and goodneſs; by recol- 
lecting your Saviour, in the manner 
of his life, the ignominy of bis death, 
the endearments of his love, the pow- 
er of his reſurrection, and greatneſs 
of bis reward; by flying from the 


appearances 


+ SD 
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appearances of evil, and. afproaches 
of temptations ; by ſubduing your 
ſenſes, appetites, and paſſions to the 
rules of temperance ; by avoiding bad 
houſes, and bad company; by fre- 
quenting the worſhip of God; by ear- 

neſt prayer for = holy foirit, and 
by the moſt ſpeedy refolution of pi. eld- 
ing your ſelves to God. 

God moſt certainly expetfs this * 
you. He dbes not need you, but you 
need him. -You would have him ſpeedy 


in the ſupply of your wants; preſent 


to help in the time of your 72 ang. 


You avould not have him delay, when . 


you are in pain, or afar off when 
yon are in perplexity. Thoſe are your 


ſeaſons of expectations; this is God's 
ſeaſon of grace. Ti his is the impor- 


tant Now, when his ſalvation is f. 


fered to your acceptance. What, then 
is your delay? A denyal, a rejedtion, 


in ſome ſort, a contempt of grace. 


OW Arrange creatures are we, that 


nothi ng 


* 
———— ö Oe on, 
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nothing can engage our attention, * 
an angel from heaven ; nothing, 
us wiſe, but extremity ;\ and bing 
Convince us of our 722 and intereſt, 
but the bright and flaming argu- 
ments of the laſt day. Behold now is 
the accepted time; behold now is 
the day of falvation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
Believe me, there is nothing in this 
advice peculiar to you, The way to 
heaven is the ſame to all men, from 
the prince to the beggar. Amidſt the 
various diſtinctious into which we 
are fallen, and the various rites, and 
forms of which awe are tenacious, no- 
Thing but holineſs and virtue can re- 
- commend us to a juſt and, holy. God. 
Keep this conſtantly in view ; fix it 
as your CHIEF END ; Purſue it, on 
Cbriſtian principles and motives, as 
#be WHOLE DUTY OF, MAN, The 
you will acquire that admirable cha- 
radter of INTEGRITY, which 1s of 
fach * in the ght of God. To be. 


Jmcere 
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incere. and upright is to endeavour, 
that good intentions may accompa- 
ny all your actions. If you Speak, 
it muſt be according to truth, with- 
out any deſign to decei ve and impoſe ; 
if you act in any affair of bujineſs or 
truſt, it muſt be agreeable to the vir 
tues of juſtice, fidelity, and diligence, 
which God and man expedt in juch 
caſes. He that takes ſuch a courſe as 
this, will go on in a plain way, free 
from perplexity. and fear; in the 
Shorteſt way o heaven, for he that 
walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely, 

Prov. x. g. and to him that ſoweth 
righteouſneſs, ſhall be a ſure re- 
ward. Prov. xi. 18. | 
Nu, my friends, 2who receive 
« Mr. Tomkins's charity, ſhould ho- 

ce, nour his memory for the extent of 

&« his benevolence, which be defired 
« might reach to your ſouls as well 
f as Bodies. The intereſt. of the no- 


- ey 9 e ta this er vice, i ts, by 
« the 
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<« the direction of his will, to be dif- 
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tributed four times in the year, in 
meat or bread, and, once in two 
years, in books. At each time he 
ordered a ſermon to be' preached, 
and prayers to be offered up on your 


account. His aim was, that you 


might receive, if God pleaſed, the 


bread of life, as well as a tempo- 
ral refreſhment. To refuſe bis 
charity, in the way he de fired, | 
cannot be thought grateful; nor 
indeed reaſonable in it ſelf, when 
nothing would be offered to you. 


but on the common principles of 
chriſtianity ; nothing, but what 
might be 2 table to your cir- 


cumſtances, and have a tendency 
to make you wiſer and better. The 


nature of the appointment ſhows, 


that thoſe who come to the ſermon 
ought to have the preference of 
thoſe, who do not. Mr Tomkins. 


. three ſeaſons for the diftiri- 


&« button, 
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The Dedication. xxi 
bution, when he ſuppoſed you might 


be at leiſure. He , Moreover, be- 
gan this charity in his hfe time, 
and refuſed it to thoſe who did not 
attend the ſermon. The truſtees, 
therefore, who would be loth to do 
any thing, that might ſeem partial 


or ſevere, think themſebves obliged 
fo purſue bis good intention, in the 
manner directed by his will: and 
defired me to acquaint you, that they 
expect your attendance on the ſer- 


mon, if you hope for their favour 
and preference, unleſs ſome rag 
able cauſe prevent you.” 

Adieu, my friends, reſolve to live 


and die like Chriſtians, The ſcenes 
will ſoon choſe, and put an end to all 
your preſent diſſiculties and com- 
plaints. Accept this labour of love, 
kindly intended, if you do your part, 
to prevent all future ones. I hope 
fo meet you in heaven, better clotbed 


—with rhe robes of light ; better 
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fed with the bread of life, the re- 
gale of angels; perfectly and for ever 
happy—with him the divine Feſus, 
who preached his gofpet 7 vou. In 


lle mean time believe u me 


8 x, 


Affured Friend | 


; 
— 


en 5 to ſerve you, 
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Lu k E vii. 22, 2 3. 
To the Poor the goſpel. is preached. 


Aud bleſſed is be whoſoever ſhall nat be 
e | r 2960 


HE words 1 een 
e180 pre ee it 
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The diſciples of John were ba je 1 
Saviour 22 9 og He, te cu 


5 9 5 


en: * . or reſerve.” Fohn always 


acknow our Saviour's divine character 3 
bat his diſciples, very likely, were under the 


Weis 2 and expected him to appear 
with all the — of temporal dignity and 
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er. The kingdom of the Meſſias was in their 
notion a kingdom of this world, and not diſ- 
cerning it in the perſon or attendants of onr Sa- 
viour, they were in ſome doubt about his being 


the Meſſias. 


was to remove their prejudices, not his. 


ſtanced in this manner, were proper to 


Their maſter puts them into the faireſt way of 
coming to a ſatisfaction of their doubts, by ſee- 
ing and judging for themſelves. He ſends them 
to Chriſt with this queſtion, Art "thou he that 


ſhould come, or look eve for another (b)? They 


aſk it in their maſter's name, which was ſuffici- 
ent. to introduce them; but our Saviour knew it 
Before 
them, therefore, he gives noble ſpecimens of his 
power ; he appeals to their own ſenſe and obſer- 
vation, and does not urge them wich his authori- 
ty, without proving it. His anſwer then . was, 


| Go and tell John what things ye haue ſeen and 
| heard. The blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers 


are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed; 
to the poor the goſpel is preached,” and bleſſed is 
he <wvhoſoever ſhall not be offenitled" in ne. 
Here you will obſerve our Saviour's proof of his 
TV 5777 r 0 59 72107 26 

1.) From the miracles he wrought. It was rea- 
ſonable to conclude” that the perſon, who could 
{reg events, ſo much out of the ordinary 
ourſe of things, muſt have a divine miſſion, and 


authority. Ve know that thou art a teacher 
tome” from God + for no man can di thoſe mira- 


cles that thou' doſt, except God be avith him (c). 
Miracles ſo kind and beneficent, miracles attend- 
ed with exhortations to peace and holineſs, every 
way worthy” of God ; miracles, I ſay, circum- 
excite' 
men's 


| (3) John bi, k (e) John ili. 2, 


„Kl Bars 3 


men's ai dd gire hong to our: * 
viour 's inſtructions. 

2. )] From the agreement of bie- amt + 
antient! prophefies, There certainly was an illu- 
ſtrious character pointed out in: thoſe antient 
books; A perſon. who ſhould come in future time, 
for the benefit of mankind. 1/atah introduces 
him, ſpeaking in his own. perſon, to this pur- 
pole, The foi of the Lord Gad is upon mr, be- 
Cauſe he hath anginted me to preach good tydings 
unto the meek ;" he 'hath ſent mo to bind up the 
broken-bearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 
tives; and ibis opening of the priſon to tbem that 
are bound, &c (d). The, life of our Saviour ſo 


well employed in acts of goodneſs; his reſtoring 
truth — 
Chains of i ignorance, idolatry and ſuperſtition, de- 


liberty to mankind 3 bis 'breaking the 
monſtrate the propriety of applying ſuch paſſages 


to him. When Febn's diſciples, therefore, came 
to enquire whether he was the promiſed Meſſias, 
it was very juſt in him to appeal to his works, 


which they might conſider in connection with 
thoſe propheſies, and ſee the proofs of his bein 

the Meſſias from thence. But leaſt the 1 
of his appearance ſhould Mill prevent conviction, 


he adds, bleſſed is he whoſoever Gall not be ee 


fendad in me (e). My deſign is not to enter into 

the full proof of Chriſt's being the ey but 
only to improve that circumſtance of +: eachs 
ing. He goſpel to the poor. I would — 


1. . De nature of. a proof. 
II. . . The excellency of this peer, 
III. 9 . The h Happineſs of 2 to it. 
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. . You that are poor are conſidered here as the 
ſpecial objects of divine favour;- which ' circum 
ſtance you cannot but | eſteem-"as'-4 mark of ho- 
nour. And. I might hope, you will be induced, 
from thence, to conſider and improve a ſubject, 
herein your intereſt is ſo evidently concerned. 


828 


1 I. vun conſider the nature of this 
proof, viz. the preaching the goſpol to the poor, as 
demomſtrati ue vur Saviour s being tbe Meſſiat. 
By the poor, I underſtand, not the humble in ſpi- 
rit, but thoſe who are in neceſſitous circum- 
ſtances, the indigent and needy; to ſuch the 
goſpel is preached. The goſpel, the jeyful me/? 
age, or good news, as the word ſignifes (). 
What better news can reach perſons, Who have 
but little in this world, than to be told, that 
they in particular are called to the hope of im- 
menſe riches, in the nextworld/ 
The books of the prophets had been extant 
many ages, wherein ſome one gteat perſon is 
deſcribed, as coming to bleſs the Whole world; 
in evhom all the kindreds of the earth fhould be 
bleed (g). This perf was to introduce a new 
and more perſect ſtate of religion, ſuch as 
ſhould not be confined to cne family or nation; 
but be fit to become the religion of mankind. 
Some circumſtantes relating to his birth, life and 
75 en Z « £0 T SAX += A6h-4 ſufferings ; 


14498 


(f) "2 gen, yer dyabas pipay, ivayſehrag3ac 
Tqaroy U/iv Bgropar—— O Senatus, verba bona fero, et 
laetum volo nuncium vob's primum dicere. Ariſtopb. Eguit. 
2.1. 33-—The verb tvayſrairac3ai is uſed more commonly 
in the m'ddle form, actively, as, zvayſe lac dai nay; 
to preach gocd tydings to ths Poor, Iia. Ixi, 1, ſo the ixx, 

(8g) AQts iii, 2 Jo | : 15 ; L 


ca. 


1 ofthe Por. N * | 5 
ſufferings; the nature of his doctrine, and great - 
neſs of his works. are plainly hinted at. Amongſt 
other things it is ſaid, with a view to this time 
of the Meſſias, in that day Gall tbe daaf hear 
the auords of the bodk, and tbe eyes of ibe blind 

ſhall ſee out of owbfeurity. The» meek. 'alfo a- 
increaſe their joy in: the Lord, and thi poor among 
men ſtall rejtyce in | the boly ons of: 1frael (b). 
And in another paſſage, le Lord. bath ancinted 
me to preach god tydlings to the nor (i. 
; This e in 
our Saviour, whoiſhew'd a generous concern for 
tlie loweſt part of mankind. This was a circumt- 
ſtance fit to be obſerved, as it eminently diſtin · 
guiſhed the chriſtian, from the Jewiſh diſpenſa- 
tion. The prophets were ſent chieſly with mef - 
ſages to kings and princes: but the more 
eminent prophet, that was to come, was to ad- 
dreſs: himſelf to the mean and humble cottager. 
The jewiſh teachers were fo corrupted by pride: 
and avarice, that they neglected to inſtruct the 
poor; but this great teacher conſidered men, as 
rational, the creatures of God, without being in- 
fluenced to partial reſpects of dignity; and power. 
The one proudly ſcorn'd the populace; haue 
any of the rulers, or the Phariſees believed on 
him? but this people who inne rb not the law, 
are curſed (4j. The other inſtructed the poor 
with great humanity and condeſcention; he ſub- 
mitted to their condition and form; for your ſakes 
he became poor (1). And, poſſibly, this preaching. 
the goſpel to the poor, might ſuggeſt this fur- 
ther, their better diſpoſition, for receiving it. This 
was really the cafe, and might give them a pe- 
„ C 2 culiar 
5) Ta, xxix, 19. (i) Iſa, xi. 1. (I) John vi. 48, 49 
0706 1 0] i 


6 'The Honour and Happineſs 
culiar intereſt in the firſt bleſling of that grace and 
truth, which came by Jeſus Chriſt: So that the 
goſpel, which was deſigned for all, as a favour, 
may be intended for them, as a prerogative. Hath 
not God choſen the poor of this avorla, rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom (m). 
The foreknowledge of futare events, even ſuch 
as plainly depend upon the ſres determination 
and concurrence of human agents, is a divine 
perfection. It does not appear reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that many things, and thoſe of great 
conſequence to the wiſe goverment of the world, 
ſhould lye out/ of the reach of the divine mind. 
We may not comprehend the method, in which. 
the divine mind foreſees ſuch events, and no won- 
der when we are finite in our powers, and can- 
not preſume them equal to the ext nt of nature, 
much leſs to the perfection of the God of nature, 
whoſe underſtanding is infinite. Certain it ia, 
that ſuch foreknowledge is aſeribed to God as 
his ſole prerogative, Sea the things that are to 
come hereafter, that ewe might know, that ye are 
- Gods (n). Certain it is, that things have been 
foretold, years and ages before they came to paſs. 
Haiah foretold the revolutions, which ſhould 
pen in the eaſtern monarchies. Grus was 
named ex preſsly above an hundred year before he 
was dorn; ktis; ſueceſſes; his favour to the Feavs ;- 
and his happy reign. That ſaith of Cyrus, he is 
y ſhepherd, and Hall per farm all my pleaſure; 
even. ſaying to Jeruſalem, thou Halt be built; 
andilo the temple, thy foundation ſhall be laid (o). 
The ceaſing of regal power in the tribe of Fu- 
dah was ſoreteld by Facob, as what would hap- 
| pen 
(e) Jam. i. 7. () Ia, xli, 22, 23s 
ce) Ila, xliv, 28. Era lj. 2 
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pen when the vas Shiloh came; which was ve- 
rified, upon our Saviour's coming into the world 
many ages after, The ſcepter ſhall not depart 

rom Judah, nor a law-giver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come (p). When our Saviour 
approach d Jeruſalem, his heart was moved, and 
he wept over it (q). He foreſaw the deſolation 
of that once favorite nation. He foretold their 
* ſperſion, which happened a few years after, 

the event is ſtill ſubſiſting. They are now 
withoat temple, without altar, and facrifice. 
We ſee the prediction circumſtantially verified, 
and own the Saviour; we ſee their ruin, and ac- 
n the divine prophet. _ 
Thus when we obſerve ſo eaſy à parralel, and 
fo remarkable a connection between our Saviour's 
life and religion, and thoſe antient propheſies, 
we have ſufficient reaſon” to believe his divine 
miſſion and authority ; that this is the extraordi- 
nary perſon that was to meg and we need not 

lool for another. ns 

He diſtintereſted and condeſeending v was 
<« my Saviour! He did not come to affect popu- 
2 larity and grandeur ; not to inſinuate himſelf 
into the great ones of the earth, and court 
** their favour and applauſe. The loweſt part 
of mankind; the meaneſt and moſt deſpiſed 
< amongſt men were the objects of his care. 
*© Rejoice, O ye poor, that the Saviour of the 
„world had ſuch a reſpect to you; that you 
66 have the honour to be expreſly named in his 
' C3 * commiſſion 

(s) Gen. xlix. 10. B the Sbilab the Jews, generally 
underſtood the Meſſias; and whether it fignifies, the ſent, 


the peaceable, tbe pr raſdener, the fafe-maker it agrees well 
with every character of Chriſt, who is eminently, the 12 


of God, the prince er peace, the Sayiour, c, 
10 Mat. xxiii. 37. 
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** commiſliop from heaven. To the poor the go/- 
* pel-is preached.” Þ— El Fett 


| "IL I proceed to ſhew the excellency. of 


this diſpenſation, This I conceive will be evident 
2 A w- I 3 | 


The nature of the goſpel, that is preached. 125 
Dee condition of the perſons, io whom. , | 


FIRST Let us conſider the nature of the 
goſpel, that is preached to the poor. Its name 
truely expreſſes this, the goſpel or good news. 
Its author ſuggeſts every kind and favourable con- 
ception of it, viz, the all-ſuficient God, who 
could not inſtitute religion for his own benefit, 
but ours. The miracles of healing, which at- 
tended the firſt publication, lead us to the fame 
amiable notion of it, ſuch as, curing the blind 
and lame, healing the leprous, caſting aut devils, 
raiſing the dead, Fe. From ſuch charity, ſhewn 
to the bodies of men, twas natural $9; infer, that 
the ſame power muſt be friendly to their - ſouls. 
And indeed the one was but an expreſſive em- 
blem of ehe-other ; of the goſpel's deſign, to heal 
their ſpiritual maladies : te remzowe their igno- 
rance ; to afſift their moral impotency ; to raiſe 
them from the darkneſs and death of fin, is a life 
, bot bo bon © 
In judging of any religious inſtitution, we 
mult conſider what its ends muſt be, to be worthy 
of God, and to come from him. And I think 
there muſt be thoſe three, namely to give 
us right notions of God and his worſhip to 
aſſure us of divine favour and acceptance on clear 

Sounds 


— 


2 


graunds and to encourage and aſſiſt us in the 
imitation of God's moral character. From hence 
will reſult a religion to the glory of God; the 
ferfection and happineſs of man; and conſe- 


quently every true religion muſt comprehend all 


thoſe ends within its deſign, and offer nothing, 
which directly, or by its natural tendency. ſhould 
prove deſtructive to eiter. 

Ihe religion of nature, when man was ſup- 
poſed to enjoy a rectitude of faculties, was con- 
tain'd in the fair book of the creation, and that 
directed to thoſe very ends. Religion in this view 
was to be deduced. from the nature of things; 
and to appear, in the conformity of our actions 
to the fitneſſes reſulting from them, and the ſe- 
veral relations we ſtand in to other beings. Thus; 
—— when ] conſider God, as the maker and go- 
vernor of the world; who upholds all things by 
his power, and fills them with his preſence and 
goodneſs; who daily and hoarly beſtows all the 
bleſſings we enjoy: ſuch conſiderations convince 
me, that it is reaſonable, that this being ſhould 
be. worſhipped, loved, truſted ; that he is moſt 
juſtly entituled to all the publick teſtimonies of 
my reverence, gratitude, and ſubmiſſion.——— 
When I. conſider my fellow creatures, that t 

are of the ſame nature and form with my ſelf, 
both high and low, rich and poor ; that there is 
the ſame admirable ſtructure in their bodies, the 
ſame excellency of rational faculties, the ſame 


deſires, paſſions, and propenſities in their ſouls, 


he faſpioneth their hearts alike (r\,—and hath 
made of one blood all nations of men (s) ; when 
I obſerve, that we are all brought into the ſame 
condition, liable to the fame infirmities, ſubje& 
ccc 
„) Pla. xxxiii. 15, (]) A Xii. 26, 
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to the ſame dangers ; from hence, I fee it moſt 
_ reaſonable, that we ſhou!d aſſiſt one another, that 
we ſhould do to others as we would be done by, 
that we ſhould reſtrain all exceſſes of paſſion, 
which diſturb the peace and quiet of mankind. 
When I look up to the heavens, and view 
their beauty, regularity and order, I am excited 
to imitate the ſame proportions in moral life, by 
piety, juſtice, and benevolence (). When I 
look into my ſelf, and examine the compoſition 
of my own. heart, I find certain affections there, 
ſuch as ſhame," pity, the love of truth, an incli- 
nation to ſociety, the care of offspring, &c. Thoſe 
act ſuddenly upon occaſions, and without the pre- 
vious dictate. and - deliberation of reaſon ; thoſe 
draw the mind by a kind of natural bias towards 


* 


the ſame great ends of religion 
Thoſe few refletions may be ſufficient to give 
you ſome notion of the religion of nature, its 
principles and obligations, and of which God is 
the author. A religion which can never ceaſe to 
direct and oblige us, whilſt we are rational crea- 
tures; and conſequently muſt always make an 
e bſſential part of true religion in every other diſ- 
penſation. Ihe goſpel ſuppoſes and confirms its 
authority, without annulling any one of its laws. 
In this . ſtate of things, there were two evils, 
which affected us, and from which the law or 
religion of nature could not deliver us, vix. 81 
and arn 5: i YIR%; By 
How we became liable to thoſe evils, or how 
they came to prevail, is not here neceſſary to en- 
1 ; „ een e een quire. 


(i) Quae (ni coelgſtia) contuens animus accipit ad cogni- 
tionem deorum; ex qua oxitur pietas, cui conjuncta juſti - 
tla eſt; reliquaeque virtutes; e quibus vita beata exiſtit. 
2 S ˖· IIS i Gic, de N. D. II. 67, | 


= 1 a” 2 9 3 pe 
a * \ 48 8 ; , i 15 * 3 a 
\ 4\ >* V „ 77 "WP * 1 4 14 \ 1 # L 
2 > * 


quire. The fact is certain they did prevail; as 
certain as the credit of all hiſtory can make it. 
A cloud of thick darkneſs ſpread it ſelf over the 
face of the moral world. It was a degenerated, 
ſinful, dying world. Idolatry, ſuperſtition and 
wickedneſs not only prevailed, but were autho- 
rized by the examples and cuſtoms of many cor- 
rupt ages. Our moral diſtempers became this 
way incurable by any remedy we'our ſelves could 
apply. It would be really abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
mes, under a ſtrong bias one way, ſhould be able 
to recover themſelves eaſily by reaſoning, to a 
different one; becauſe it would be reaſoning 
againſt inclination. In ſuch circumſtances, reaſon 
muſt be too ſtrongly impreſſed by ſenſe, and too 
often controlled by paſſion; to expect much from 
its authority. It would be rather born away by 
the more potent ſtream of inclination and cuſ- 
In all corrupt ages of the world God was 
pleaſed to give ſome light. In the jewiſh ſtate it 
ſhone with a clear brightneſs, and conveyed. 
ſome of its rays to the Philoſophers ; for thoſe 
opinions, which ſome. of them are fam'd for, 
were very probably deduced from the revelations 
of God to the Fewws. Plato acknowledges, that 
thoſe ſublime notions concerning the divine na- 
ture, and the immortality of the ſoul, were not 
his own inventions, or owing to the ſtrength and 
applications of his own faculties ; but received by 
tradition from thoſe who lived before him (2). 


(i) Kaz 98 H πνοj led xetiloves ipay, xat iy yurigu Fray 
unde, Tav'Tny pijpeny wagttorav, Fe. This account, the 
antients, who were better, and lived nearer to the gods, 
than we, have delivered to us, G. 
„ Plato, Phbileb. p. 74. Ed. Ficin, 
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But what neither reaſoo, nor the law of Mo/es 
could do, being weak, God ſeat his own ſon to 
accompliſh ; to deliver us from fin and death: 
both equally oppoſite to the happineſs of man; 
and both equally mortifying to à rational crea- 
ture. From both thoſe evils he R our kind 
deliverer and. au Saviour. 
1.) From fon. 
The fir . neceſſary here to make an im- 
preſſion upon mankind, muſt he to aſſure them 
aof the divine favour and forgiveneſs. So long as 
men have a natural conſcience, an inward ſenſe 
of the difference between good and evil, virtue 
and vice; ſo long as, they have the leaſt appre- 
henſion of ſuperior powers, reſlections upon their 
ſinful actions will be ever grievous and painful, 
i. e. ſo long as they are men. To prevent all dif- 
—— on this account, the goſpel ſcheme was 
n'd with the declaration of an act of indemnity 
— free pardon, for fins that are paſt, und that 
on faith only, tha? repentance and remiſſion of ſins 
Joould be preached in his name among all na- 
fions. (ww). To declare his righteouſneſs for the 
remiſſion of fins that are paſt (x). Through this 
man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins. 
And by him, all that believe, are juſtified from 
all things, from which ye could not be Jafifies by 
the laau of Moſes (y). | 
- Repentance likewiſe, ſuch as includes amend - 
ment and reformation, is declared acceptable to 
God, for fins committed, afterwards... This and 
the-former grace is offered to our hope, in con- 
ſideration of the incarration, life and ſufferings 
of mw_ Son of God, who, on — merits, was 
| | ee 
\ "a Luke. xxiv, 47; Es ; „ xi. 18. 
(x) Rom. iii. 25. 9 Ads xiii, 38, 39, Eph.i. 7, 
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exalted and authoriſed, to be a prince and ſaviour 
1a give repentance, and forgrueneſs. of fins (2) — 


Aud to bleſs us in turning away every ane of us 


| from bis iniquity (a). 


Again; a9.i is not poſſible for men to be hap- 
Py without an inward diſpoſition and meetneſs 
for happineſs, another eſſential part of Chriſt's 
deſign was to promote truth, virtue, and aniver- 
ſal goodneſs in the world. This he did——by 
declaring tho will of God——by -reviving of 
truth by the inſtitution of laws by the 
encouragement of promiſes——by the appoint- 
ment of religiqus.worſhip——elpe cially, by the 
aſſiſtance and grace of the holy ſpirit, and the aſ- 
ſured hope of eternal life Thus would Chriſt 


fave us from the inward love and power of fin ; 


| ſabdue our lufts ; regulate our deſires, and paſ- 


fions ; and cleanſe us from every affection that 
would pollute the heart and life. He would fave 
us in ſuch a way, as ſuppoſes the concurrence of 


our own endeavours ; the force of his own ex- 


ample, and love; and the views of a propitious 
God. Gad in Chrift recanciling the awarld_ unto 
bim ſelf, not i mputing their treſpaſſes unto. them (b). 
Grace bringing this ſalvation, teaching us to 
deny dM and. worldly lufts and to live 
ſeberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
evarld: (c). 2 Ye 7 

ri WW ei ON A on ret 6 
This was anather evil, which Chriſt found us 
db to, together with the innumerable pains 
and diſtempers which certainly lead to it. Death, 


we ſee, will put an end to our exiſtence here i 


to gut buſineſs and pleaſure, our projects and 

1 . hopes, 
3 (2) Ads v. 31. > 8) Accs ili. 26. 
(5) 2 Cor, v. 19. (e) Titus ii. 11, 12, 
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hopes, in that very day, our buffy, compaſſing 
— periſo (d). We ſes paſſing before us, 
continually this - vanity of man, as mortal. 
Some falling in the bloom of youth, or ſurprized 
in the purſuit of uſeful defigns ; others ſnatched 
away by a ſudden blow, or conſuming by flow 
degrees; ſome expiring as ſoon as born; others 
bending down to the grave with the weight of 
years and infirmities What a melancholy ſcene 
15 this? That a rational creature, capable of 
ſuch | vaſt improvements, and pleafing itſelf 
with entenſive views and hopes, ſhould have its 
exiſtence here baunded by ſuch narrow limits, 
and juſt appear to - ſhew what it might be, by 
time and experience. This is the fruit, this the 
puniſhment of fin. The wages of fin is death (e): 
And muſt not ſuch a view of our frailty ſubje& us 
to bondage and fear continually ? But Chrift 
came to deliver thoſe who through fear of death 
avere all their life-time ſalject to bondage „. 
„ aboliſh death, and bring life and immor- 
tality to light, through the goſpel (op). wm 
Our Saviour's deſign was not to prevent death, 
but only the perpetuity of it. And this he did 
by dying. He went into the grave, and roſe 
again. fie broke the ſleepy chains of death, and 
triumphed over all its power. He took away 
the ſting by the offer of a pardon, and robb'd it 
of its viftories by the example of his own reſur- 
tection. By that, we ſee the poflibility of a 
reſurrection, in general, and his promiſe aſſures 
us of the certainty of our Wm. 
Thus the nature of the goſpel is to repreſent 
this ſalvation; as well as the conſequences of it 
8 | & 
(d) Pſa, cxlvi. 4. (e) Rom. vi. 23. (f} Heb. ii. 1 E 

g) 2 Tim. i. 10. . 22 
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in a fature ſtate; happy to e } 
bat dreadful to the i impenitent and wicked. 
How peculiarly gracious, and merciful was 
this defign! Make a pauſe here, O g /on/, and 
aſk thy ſelf. * Is this bo, and what a ſtupid crea- 
<< ture muſt, I be not to ſecure an intereſt in it? 
«© Would it avail me to ſhine in the fplendor and 
“ dignity of riches, and be a flave to luſt ! 
e Would it be any advantage to be honoured of 
* men, and rejected of God: to gain the whole 
« world and loſe my own ſoul ? better not have 
been born, N p Jeſpiſe this gaodneſs; ; better 
i be poor, be afflicted, be deprived of every 
« combit of life, than miſs this n Will 
4 not the brutes be happier, than my ſelf, who, 
“ as low, as contemptible as I can ſuppoſe them, 
2 yet can never feel the pointed ſtings of in- 
« gratitude, folly and ſhame ! O Ged, make me 
. wiſe unto falvation, and IN to > ſecure oa 
— * bleſſings of w_ a: x: Ine FM 
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K-41 Mo PLE is the. one thing - needFal, 
KR 1s GY and it; noble ends wad be ſecured 
y abore all things, if we would be 
> ſaved. We may ſay of it, as Pompey 
a * di to his friends, diſuading him 
from going to ſea in a ſtorm, tis not neceſſary that 
1 ſhould live, but neceſſary to the ſucceſs of my 
affairs that 1 ſhould immediately fail *. Tis not 
neceſſary, that you. ſhould be rich, or powerful, 
or learned; but neceſſary to the ſalvation of your 
ſouls, that you ſhould be, wbat religion com- 
mands ; virtuous and holy..; This is offered to 
all, to the poor in particular, by the goſpel. 70 
the poor the goſpel is preached; the way 1s difco- 
vered there, of ſecuring this moſt important in- 


at Pm ” WW Gy 


tereſt. —— T he text, as I obſerved, belongs to an 
argument in proof of our Saviour's being the Meſ- tl 
ſias. I Propoſed to ſhew here a 
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1 made ſume entrance u wa ſecond of 
thoſe general heads: and ſuppo d that the excel- 


lend ofthis gaſpel; which is a 1 vou, 
would appear 


Fun the nature the goſpel, that is preache 
1 From the _— of ee. 4⁰ apes ws 0 


: (The: goſpel contains excellent inflivations of 
teig, and informs us, that our Saviour came 
0 deliver us. from sin and DEATH; and form 
our very ſouls into à diſpoſition for à virtuous 
—— perfect happineſs in EAV N. A ſcheme 
malt worthy af God for its author 3" a ſcheme ſo 
important, and yet ſo plain, as not to be above 
the capacity af the meaneſt, nor ver belo the 
conſideration of the wiſeſt. I 

SeconbIlr The condition of the perſons 
ts wvhom the goſpel is preached, will prove its ex- 
celleney, namely; the poor. Perſons fo much en- 
gaged by the neceſſities of liſe, cannot be ſuppof- 
ed to have the ſame leiſure. as others, for feli - 
gious enquiries. The goſpel Warner to them 
will eherclare} lead us to admire 


J plainneſs. 
115 condeſcention. 
Is impartiality. 


< 
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„ It wane plaiopife, this wal Aide 


the poor. They moſt of any needed inſtruction, 
and fuch as would be both plain and ſhort, con- 
ent with their — labours. Had the re- 


ligion 
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ligion of Jeſus been a difficult and abſtruſe thing; 
had it required time, and pains," and. great abili- 
ties to underſtand i it, it maſt, for ought I know, 
have been out of the reach of the bulk of man- 
kind. It came to fave the labour of enquiry, and 
to propoſe our duty in an eaſ 2 man- 
ner. It was deſign'd for daily . uſe, 
of day-labourers. The way of ſalvation: is ſo 
plain, that way/aring men, though fools, ſimple 
and unlearned, Gall not err therein (a). It is a 
rule to direct, What before was uncertain; a re- 
velation werf ber, what before was concealed ; 
a light to manifeſt, what before as obſcurt rſt 
dark. Every character intimates its 83 
ſo that a poor man, by looking into it, might 
read his neceſſary duty; and if he does not, muſt 
be thought for ever inexcuſable. Here be may 
learn in a ſhort time, tliat reverence, love, truſt, 
and ſubmiſſion, which he owes to God; that ſo- 
briety and temperance, - he owes himſelf; and 
that truth, juſtice, and charity he owes his neigh- 
bour. Thoſe matters will riſe up eaſily to his 
view, and inſtruct him ſufficiently in the a 
of faith, and the virtues of converſation. 
As for difficult and controverſial matters, about 
which ſo many volumes have been written, and 
ſo much time and charity deſtroyed, if they are 
out of his reach, they ought to be out of bis con- 
dern: becauſe God never requires inconſiſtent 
things. The condition he has placed ſuch in, re- 
| quires their conſtant labour, and gives them but 
little leiſure for ſtudy and reflection. However 
the great truths of religion are evident enough, 
and 


(a) Iſa. xxxv. 3, 


e be Pur 19 
and need only an honeſt heart to underſtand them, 
and a willing mind to reduce them to | 
The method of inſtruction which the — 
uſes, is the ſhorteſt to knowledge, namely; pro- 
poſing a truth, and then enforcing it by the au- 
thority of the eternal God wbich not only con- 
vinces, but commands reſpect at the fame time. A 
method far more eaſy and inſtructive, than by de- 
ductions made from the reaſon and An of 


thi | 

12 The addreſs. of the —— toths hor; We 
17 intimates its zonde/cention. Rank and dignity 
may claim reſpect amongſt men; but they cannot 
f engroſs divine favours, No creature ſo mean, but 
he is the object of divine care 3 no priviledge ſo 
great, but it is offered to their acceptance: wit- 
neſs the ſon of God ſent, and the goipel, a cove- 
nant of grace. preached to the poor. What con- 
deſcention this The eternal God ſtoops to à cot- 
tage, and honours him who has no helper. No 
meanneſs of condition can ſeparate: from the love 
of God, though poſſibly it may from the intima- 
cy. and friendſhip of men. So far from any thing 
of this nature, that God allows the poor to con- 
ſider him as their patron and advocate (5). Who 
is like unto the Lord our God, <uho humbleth him- 
felf to behold the things that are dine in heaven, 
and the earth; aubo raiſeth: the poor out of "the 
duft, and lifteth up the needy out , the dung- 
Bill (e). Who thinks it no diminution to bis 
greatneſs to do good; no proſtitution of his ho- 

nour and majeſty to ſuccour the meaneſt creature; 
3.) This diſpenſation is an evidence of the di- 
P impartiality Tis impoſſible, that ſo great 
and perfect a being as 95 1s; 8 n \juſt 
= 


(5) Pla, xiv. 6. (c) Tk xiii, 6, 7, &, 
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and good, ſtiould be ſwayed to any partial reſf 
toweards creatures of the ſame rank. Men are all 


12 and equally formed after his 


- Image. »:And therefore, all !the difference, we 
can ſuppoſe qhim to make between one and the 
- other, muſt be in proportion to their moral quali- 
ties. Accordinglyithis character is aſcribed to him in 
ſeripture with / glory, vix. that auitbibim thore is 910 
reßpect e fienſonts. The common lation lays a foun- 
dation for a common affection. He accepteth not the 
perſons of princes, nor mgasdetb the rich more than 
the poor, for they ure all the avorks of bis hands (a). 
The preſent government of the world requires a 
-;promiſcuous» diſpenſation of things; to try and 
prove us, whether religion and virtue would be our 
choice or not. And therefore as proſpetiiy cannot 
che a mark; of divine favour ; ſo neither can adver- 
ſity, or poverty be a token of God's diſpleaſure 
A man hnoweth either lobe ar hatred by (all that 
cis before them (e). When God judges of any, his 
judgment is founded in the reaſon of things; the 
moral qualities of perſons, and the real merits of 
geyery cauſe. Me call on the father, we appeal to 
-kimcas one, uo, evithout 5 of perſons, Judy: 
dub according to every man's cr (f). 


The Zervs. had very narrow ſentiments of che di- 


vineygoodnel; thought themſelves the only fa- 
vourites of heaven, whilſt. all others were ſuppoſed 
to be abandoned to a common care. St. Poeten was 
an this way of thinking, till he was better inſtructed 
chy the viſion uf the ſneet: when with confidence and 
Pleaſure he records the conviction; O a truth [ 
a n __ rr ir no ä of perſans; but 
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in every nation, be that feareth him, and cvort - 
eth righteouſneſs, is accepted evith him ( 20. 

The chriſtian religion would enlarge our 
thoughts and hearts; ; and lead us to believe and 
hope all things, in favour of mankind. The goſpel 
is preached to the poor; certainly then no one is 
excepted from this grace; no one is excluded from 
the benefit of thoſe helps and encouragements, unleſs 
it be for his own wilfulneſs and obflinate continu- 
ance in ſin. God is ſtrictly impartial in afford- 
ing to all the means of happineſs. The poor have 
the ſame providence for their protection and ſup- 
port; the ſame covenant to rejoice in, the ſame 
Saviour to depend upon, in his life, death, and re- 
ſurrection. There is not one law for the prince, 
another for the beggar; not one way to heaven 
for the rich, another for the poor. All, one as 
well as the other, muſt be renewed after the image 
of God, enter in at the ſtrait gate of ſelf- denial, be 
accepted on the ſame terms of repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt (b). 
Thus impartial is God to the poor in their higheſt 
intereſt, and they may rejoice, that they ſtand as 
fair for Chriſt and heaven as the wiſeſt and moſt 
noble amongſt men. 1 ; 

Iwill take leave to add, that in the chriſtian 
diſpenſation God ſeems willing to put a peculiar 
honour on the poor. They are not only favour d 
as objects; but diſtinguiſh'd as inſtruments. Poor, 
plain, 1lliterate men, were choſen to be the firſt 
publiſhers of this grace. Not the wiſe Greek, or 
learned Rabbi; not the noble and rich in their 
ſplendid equipages: but men of low degree, and 
a plain education. Tent-makers, and fiſher- men, 
were to convey thoſe good tydings to mankind. 
4 e | God 


(s) Acts x. 34, 35s g 59 Acts XX, 21. 
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God ſeems to put a contempt on, what men moſt 
admire, pomp, and grandeur ; and contrary to 
common expectation, gives a ſurpriſing ſucceſs 
and reputation to ſimplicity and plainneſs, that the 
excellency of the power might appear to be of 
God. Not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called ; but God hath 
choſen the fooliſh, weak, and baſe things of the 
eworld, to confound the wiſe, and bring to nought 
things that are, that no fleſh fhoald glory in bis 
preſence (i). I come to the 


| III.. General; under which I hope to con- 
vince you of the happineſs of giving up every pre- 


Judice, and „ to this conſtitution of mercy 


n the goſpel. Bleſſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be 
offended in me. I need not enlarge upon the ad- 
vantages of the goſpel, when its tendency is hap- 
pineſs, as before obſerved. Its deſign is to exalt 
and perfect human nature, and furniſh us with 
thoſe happy diſpoſitions, which might render us 
in every ſtation, both eaſy and uſeful. | Thanks be 
to God for this divine light, which inſtructs us in 
true wiſdom, without the labour of ſearching, or 
danger of miſtaking ; that gives us amiable no- 
tions of the divine being ; fills us with the lively 
hope of a reſurrection, and future bleſſedneſs; and 
makes us heirs of im mortality. | 
But then our Saviour, by expreſſing himſelf in 
this manner, ſuppoſed that ſome would be offend- 
ed. Strange perverſeneſs ! that takes occaſion of 
offence from the beſt things, and turns into a poy- 
fon the very remedies of life. Men have their va- 
rious prejudices and diſtaſtes to the goſpel. M 
"I ©" e 
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ſubject leads me to conſider and refute thoſe of 


the poor — And | f | 
1.) The poor would excuſe themſelves from re- 
ligion, becauſe of their flrait and difficult cir- 
cumflances, Thus they reaſon ; . Providence has 
«« placed us in a condition ſubject to many wants 
< and neceſſities, and what can be expected from 
* us, when thoſe are ſufficient to engage our 
« whole attention and time.” More undoubtedly . 
will be required of rich men, as they have more 
leiſure. It muſt be a reproach to dignity and 
wealth, if thoſe, who poſſeſs them, do not ex- 
cel in the knowledge and virtues of religion, when 
nothing can be ſuppoſed wanting, but inclination. 
Yet fince God requires nothing beyond the capa- 
city of his creatures, we mult conſider whet 
there be not a character of religion conſiſtent with 
poverty. The pooreſt man certainly can cheriſh a 
reverence and fear of God; love and gratitude to 
the Saviour ; a proper concern for his final hap- 
pineſs, can exerciſe humility, patience, ſubmiſ- 
ſion, fidelity, truth, and the love of mankind. In 
this character he can appear and ſhine ; thoſe vir- 
tues he can cultivate, without confining himſelf to 
a cloſet, or leſſening his days wages. He can, in 
the beginning of the day, acknowledge the divine 
protection, and conduct the labours of it with dili- 
gence and fidelity : virtues of great dignity, and 
lovely in the fight of God and man. . 
As for public worſhip on the Lord's day, poo 
men cannot plead the want of time for it, becauſe 
the law of their country has forbidden on that 
day, every other labour. And I would not ſup- 
pole them ſo inſenſilde of divine goodneſs, as to 
prefer their indolence and eaſe, to the honouring 
of their greateſt benefactor. Such, indeed, cannot 
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appear in the church with the advantage of dreſs : 
but if they come with right affections, and avor- 
ſhip in ppirit and truth, they come with the beſt 
furniture for pleaſing God; he /eeketh ſuch to wor- 
ſhip him (k). If they appear clean- and plain, tis 
all that can be expected from perſons in their cir- 
cumſtances. A little ſaving, perhaps half ſo much 
as ſome poor men ſpend out of their families in 
an alehouſe, would anſwer this purpoſe. Were 
they once convine'd of the worth of their ſouls, 
and the excelleney of falvation, they would ſoon 
get over this difficulty. And were they willing to 
worſhip God, but after all found it hard to provide 
themſelves with clothes, I hope they would find 
ſome good And gs near them, who would apply 
ſome of their charity this way, to encourage a pi- 
ons diſpoſition. N 
2.) Another prejudice of the poor ariſes from an 
' Tndifferency to reputation, not caring what the 
world thinks, or ſays of them. As I can make 
4% no figure, and pretend to no influence, why 
« ſhould I be ſolicitous about fame, and the opi- 
* nion of others.” And what is the conſequence 
of ſach reaſonings, but that men ſlide into a cuſ- 
tom of bad words and bad actions, without appre- 
hending the indecency of either. Such might rea- 
ſon more juſtly in this manner. What a ſtrange 
<< creature am T to love the ſociety of men, and 
« yet behave quite” inſenſible to their cenſure or 
<c praiſe ? Muſt not I be very flupid to walk up 
„ and down the world, and be content to be 
pointed at as an object of infamy and contempt. 
„ My brutal language, my never-ceaſing oaths 
« and curſes, muſt render me odious to all, as it 15 
an open defiance of God and his power? — 
(). John iv. 23. x 
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« iſh, defence, I bor - CARE, 5}.aidefence' that 
45 * adds fin. to ſig, and -tramples ee al ke gens: 

tous motives of life, and religion. 2 AG 
2 will look into the ſcriptii an tlfind 
exhortations. to mind thoſe things, that are bomur> 
able, Jowely, and of goed, nehort ; if otherd be any 
virtue; ary praiſes. tort hink of the/ai things (1); The 
deſire of praiſe is a natural paſſion; Waere 
to be the ſpring. of noble action The goſpel ex- 
hortation is co- incident with this affection, and 
would excite us 1% aug honeftly-(m), or with 2 
race, before the world. The Virtues ofi religion 
a 78 1 to 3 hy wor calt a 
righter luſtre: en Mae: t pomp 
— grandeur of . i bas 
Let me be ſolicitous to adorn 212 pelo; 
46 that will adorn me; and love virtue, that will 


render me lovely. Grant me, O Father of 


* mercies, thy heavenly grace, to diſpoſſeſs. my 
% mind of every unreaſonable; prejudice, and en- 
5 able me to live ſo, as to deſerve the favour of 
% my ſuperiors, and the love of all mankind. 


Though my condition be mean, let my moral 


« character be illuſtrious; though I have not the 
% appendages. of fortune to command reſpect and 
1 obſervation, let my faith and virtue ſhine, and 
«© the graces of truth and — e heh 
6c ral eſteem. Fiery tt Jun du 
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ruption, and perhaps Ke every pw pre- 
Judice, I mean the ftiriFneſs. ' of. the ene; | 
which the goſpel lays upon us, ta purity and uni- 
verſal bolinefs. To confine their defires, regulate 
oF : . 7; wheir 
9 Philip iv. 8, (m) 1 Thel. 1 ive 12, too ynpines | 
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their paſſions, ſubmit their” wills to the will of 
God, and chuſe, in the face of à temptation, ra- 
ther to ſuffer than fin ; this, I ſay, they find irk- 
ſom and painful, and had mich rather follow the 
bent of corrupt inelinations, than give themſelves 
all this trouble. When there is not in the ſoul a 
rooted love of God and virtue, how natural will 
it be to reaſon in ſome ſuch manner. My days 
te wages are not ſafficient to ſupport my ſelf and 
% family ſand to ſet up for a ſtriet and real chriftian, 
* is only the way to fill my head with infinite ſeru⸗ 
* ples, and reſtrain me, on many occaſions, from 
1 + waking ſome ſecret addition to my income.“ 
What muſt be the effect of ſuch wrong reaſon- 
ing, but to prepare men for being fraudulent and 
unfaithful; to lie, and flatter, and deceive. Hour, 
ſenſible of the temptations both of proſperity and 
adverſity, chuſes for himſelf the happy mean 
between both, Gi me neither poverty nor "riches, 
feed me wir. fool convenient for "me (). 
- Why not riches ? Je I. be ful! and ten thee, 
and ſay aubo is the Lord: left 1 grow znfolene as 
I grow rich, and throw off the very profeſſion of 
religion; and then affect a proud independency. 
Has not this been too often the effect of great for- 
tunes ? Have not the heirs of them too often be · 
come indifferent to all religion, if not downright 
prophane; - Have we not ſeen the labours and fac- 
ceſſes of one age laid in a' fund for the pride, 
luxury, and impiety of the next; and what one 
has denied to charity, friendſhip, and reputation, 
haas been freely ſpent by the other upon a BY and 
ſenſual liſe. A reflection that ſhould diſpoſe us 
to ma more en in our deſtres, and more 
. N abundant 
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abundant in our charities: for then we ſhall be 
certain that all our labour will not be loſt. 
Why not poverty ? /eft I be poor and fleal, and 
take the name of my God in wain «+ leſt my narrow 
- circumſtances ſhould tempt me, on any occaſion, 
to defraud and rob, and then forge a lie, or ſwear 
by the name of God, to conceal the injuſtice, I 
have been guilty of. Strange perverſeneſs of hu- 
man nature! Virtue ſuffers in either extreme. We 
cannot bear much, or little, without offending re- 
ligion 3 without neglecting God, or inſulting him. 

The truth is, religion is ſo far from being an 
enemy to our temporal intereſt, that it ſerves to 
promote it. It ſecures the divine bleſſing, which 
many times enriches with an affluence. He raiſetb 
the poor out of the duſt (o). It encourages thoſe 
virtues, whole natural tendency. is to. procure 
wealth and eſteem, viz, humility, moderation, juſ- 
tice, fidelity, and diligence. The hard of the dili- 
gent maketh rich.—— A faithful man ſhall abound 
<vith bleſſings (p). If a man has but patience to 
wait, and conſtancy to purſue right meaſures, he 
need not doubt of ſucceſs. Honeſty expoſes to no 
miſchief, and fears no diſcovery. What it gains 
is fairly its own, and no diſagreeable thought riſes 
to imbittgr the enjoy ment. The bleſſing of the Lord 
maketh rich and he addeth no forrogyawith it (g). 

This prejudice” therefore, is without any real 
foundation. The poor man's wages will ſupport 
him, where there is any thing of good manage- 
ment; where there is no ſloth to be indulged, 
no ſottiſh vices to be provided for. In either of 

; thoſe 


(o). Pla. cal. 3. 

A Valet ima ſummis mutare, et infignem attenuat deus 
obſcara promens, | 
„ | Hor. od, i. 34. 1:. 
% Prov, x, 4. Ib. xxviii, 20. (7) Prov. x. 922. 
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thoſe caſes: notliing but diſtreſs can be expected. 
An intemperate love of eaſe and pleaſure, will 
bring great men low); and make rich men poor. 
He that het Ne Hall be a: poor man ; ; be 
that loveth wine: and oil hall not be rich (r). i. e. 
he that li veth deliciouſly and profuſely, beyond his 

circumſtances, muſt expect to be reduced. He 
may tell us that he cannot live penuriouſly, and 
yet takes'a certain method to bring himſelf to pe- 
nury. Tſe cannot live whilſt he is in good cir- 
cumſtances ; but never once reflects, that he muſt 
live, when he has funk himſelf into bad ones. 

I have now done with the general heads pro · 
poſed, and; for a eloſe of all, would addreſs my 


ſelf to the perſons principally concerned. | 


00 Prove mai 7. 
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Lu E x vii. 22, 23. 


To the Poor the goſpel is Srivtbo. 
nd bleſſed 3 is be whejoruer * not 1 
offended in 3 


©. 


H E conduct of this ſubject has been 
to demonſtrate the nature and excel- 
{$$ lency of the goſpel, which is preach. 
=o cd, and to ſhew that the prejudices 

Ks $2 againſt it, of you that are poor, are 
nelly without any foundation. The affect of it 
has been a declaration of your honour; it remains, 
that by your hearty concurrence, you make it a 
means of your happineſs ; and, I am, ready to 
flatter my ſelf, what I ſhall offer, will be an in- 
ducement to it. I am ſure this addrefs is made to 
you with a ſincere good will. 1 know that your 
ſouls were valuable in the redeemers ſigbt, and 1 
would ſpeak to you now, as the objects of his care, 
By that dear name, by the merits of his death, 
and the greatneſs of his love, I would entreat your 
acceptance of the grace he intended. You ſee the 


utmoſt impartiality in providing and offering this 
| Glvation ; 


Os GP? —ꝛů— — —ů —-———— AA I EC — 
- 
. 4 . N 
” 
„ 
* * 
. 


30 The Honour and Happineſs 


ſalvation ; and nothing can render it impoſſible, 
but your contempt of it. 

You may indeed think God unkind in placing 
you ſo low amongſt your 'fellow creatures. But 


conſider, that he anſwers ſome valuable ends by 


this variety. in mens outward conditions, The 
rich, in ſuch a ſtate, will want the ſervices of the 
poor : The poor will want the favour and encou- 
ragement of the rich. By this means they will be 
led to an exchange of good offices, and be more 

cloſely united together. Tis not the condition, 
but the temper of mind in it, that diſtinguiſhes 
one man from another. A chearful poverty, 
« ſays the phiioſopber, is honourable, and indeed 
c can be ſcarce called poverty, .' becauſe it is chear- 
« ful. A mind accommadate to a low condition, 
4 js truly rich: for not he that has but little, but 
« he that is always craving, is the poor man (a).“ 
If we have learned, ſaith the apoſtle; in whatever 


ſtate aue are, therewith to be content (b], and he 


ſpoke from experience, i. e. if our deſires are mo- 
derate, not importunate; and our ſubmiſſion entire 


to the will of God, we ſhall be rendered ſuperior 


to every difficulty and diſtreſs. 
Notwithſtanding this diverſity in mens conditions, 


there may be a greater equality than we imagine, 
by ſuppoſing ſome bleſſiags in one condition, a 


compenſation for thoſe in another. One may be 
rich and fickly ; another poor, but vigorous and 
healthy in all his faculties. The plenty of the 
one, may create dulneſs and diſappointment 3 
the plain fare of the other, preſerve all the 
pleaſure of appetite. Here dignity is clouded 
with diſturbing paſſions, and low ſenſualities; 
there a mean appearance 1s virtuous, innocent and 

EDT Si No contented. 


(a) Sen. ep. 2. Vid. Title page. {8) Phil, iv, 11. 
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contented,” Suppoſe either of thoſe oppoſite con- 
ditions were offered to our choice, I am apt to 
think, the choice would fall on the ſide of pover- 
ty. However in the great eſſentials of life and hap- 
pineſs, you have an equal intereſt with others. 
You have the ſame air, ſunſhine, and grateful turns 
of the year ; the ſame God and father, the. ſame 
redeemer, and bleſſed ſpirit ; the ſame hope and 
heaven. When God has done ſo much for you, 
ſhould you be moons; unaffected with ſuch y_ 
nefs ? 

Here 1s, I apprehend, a yy Nn fos your 
thankfulneſs and admiration. —— Should you not 
admire the love of the father, in firſt deſigning the 

pines of this ſalvation 2. Here the mercy began, and 
here it will end, that God might be all in all (e). 
You muſt not imagine him full of anger and wrath, 
till he was pacified by the interpoſition of his ſon ; 
but that the interpoſition of his ſon was the contri- 
vance and effect of his own goodneſs. He is 
not repreſented in ſcripture as hating the world ; 
but /o lowing the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten ſon, that whoſoever believed in him might 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life (d.) How >. a 
rable is this goodneſs! How ſhould it engage your 
hearts, that perſons, in your condition, were par- 
ticularly conſidered, when the wonderful ſcheme 
was laid ? Should you not admire the love of 
the Son ; that, when God did not think fit to 
ſend his bleſſings down, but through a mediator ; 
when this ſeemed beſt to anſwer the ends of go- 
vernment, our Saviour ſhould willingly undertake 
this office, and ſtoop ſo much below his original 
dignity, to become your friend? he came not to 
aggrandize himſelf with wealth and power; bur. 
to 


(e) x Cor, xv. 28, d Jebn. i, 16, 
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to ſuffer, and dye; to remove every curſe, and 
danQifie every croſs ; to deſtroy the power of ſin 
and death. Your hearts ſhould xejoice at the ty- 
dings, and your tongues join in the acclamations of 
heaven, ſaying, worthy is the lamb that vas flain. 
——— Bleſſing and honour, glory and power be unto 
Sim that fitteth on the throne, and the lamb for 
euer and ever (g). 

Should you be far from any ſuch good diſpoſi- 
tions, and fallen into bad courſes contrary to this 
goſpel, it behoves you, in point of gratitude, as 
well as intereſt, to forſake them. Would you be 
Poor and carnal; low amongſt men, and at enmity - 
with God at the ſame time, and nothing to expect 
Hereafter but ruin ; would you be loſers in both 
worlds ? Though you may eſcape puniſnment fer 
your fins from men, you will not be able to eſcape 
the righteous judgment of God. Before the laſt 
tribunal fand bath ſmall and great (f). And 
how will you then juſtify .thoſe fins, which you 
now fear, left they ſhould be diſcovered ; or a- 
ſham' d, leſt they ſhould be ſeen? Thoſe thipgs ſhould 
be now thought of, as well as the wilfulneſs of 
your ouun deſtruction. Yes deſtruction will be 
your own choice. But, if you will ſacrifice your 
reaſon and reputation to your corrupt inclinations ; 
if to pleaſe your ſelves. for a day, you will run the 
hazard of being undone for ever, who can you 
blame but your ſelves. What would you think of 
a priſoner that ſhould refuſe his enlargement, or a 
rebel, his pardon ? You are [guilty of the ſame 
abſurdity, and prefer bondage to liberty; and 
death to life. | 17 T7 
This ſinful conduct cannot proceed from any ob- 
ſcurity in the expreſſions of the goſpel, but your own 
5 „ obltinacy 
(e) Rev. v. 12,23. [ Rev. xx, 22. 


\ of the Poor. 33 


'obſiinacy: Can any thing be plainer than this de- 
;claration of the Saviour, i thou cuil! enter into 
liſe, keep the commandments (g )/?"'Thole com- 
mandments you will. not 4 What can be 
more intelligible and particular than the apoſtle's 
caution, 3e not deceived, neither fornicators, nor 
- idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 'effeminate, nor abu- 
ders of themſelves with mankind, that is, ſodomites, 
«abr "thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor re- 
vilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom | 
of God (. And yet you will come into the 
number of one or other of this black catalogue. 

All the hindrances to mens ſal vation muſt be fetch- 

ed from themſelves, as in the parable of the mar- 
riage-feaſt (i). And our Saviour points at the 
ſame cauſe of ruin, 3e vill not come” unto me that 
Je might have life (i. 50 

O think of thoſe things, whilt thinking will 
be of any ſervice to you. If ever you are ſaved 
at all, it muſt be by Chriſt; or there is no ſal- 
vation in any other (1). But if you don't like his 
way, you will never reach his end, VIS. falva- 
tion. 

I would ape better things of you, come ehinks 
We accompany ſalvation. I would perſuade 
my ſelf that you are ready to yield to the power 
of truth; and if you cannot be rich in lands and 
.earthly things, would deſire to be rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven. If this is 
the caſe, that I might improve ſo why where: of | 
ſition, I would adviſe you 

I.. . 7e confider your ſelves ahwaye: as under 
the oe f Go God filleth all things with his 

eſence, 
C). Matt. xix. 17. (5) 1 Cor. vi. 10, 11. Th 
9 Luke xiv. 18. (0 John v 40. (1) As xiv. 12. 
r Tomkins 4 red this ſulject might be recemmended 


urta * 
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. preſence, and therefore muſt have an exact and 
perfect knowledge of you; of your hearts and 
ways. He ſees the thought, which riſes up with 
ſuch quickneſs; the deſign, which is formed with 
fo much ſecrecy : nothing can eſcape his obſerva- 
tion, how ſecret or retired ſoever. The pſalmiſt 
has elegantly expteſſed the divine omnipreſence : 
evhether hall 1 flee from thy preſence? if 1 aſcend 
to heaven, thou art there; if [make my bed in 
hell, behold, thou art there ; if 1 take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts 
of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand hold me up (m) g. d. Had I the 
% power of conveying my ſelf to any diſtance, I 
could not poſſibly avoid thy preſence. If to 
heaven there I ſhould behold the ſeat of thy 
„ majeſty and glory. If into the darkneſs of the 
grave, that obſcurity could not hide me. If I 
could move with the ſwiftneſs of light, and 
«©. poſt away on the wings of the morning, thy 
purſuing hand would outſtrip me. Wherever 
I am, I need thy ſup porting power, and there- 
fore ſo long as I am conſcious of my own ex- 
© iſtence, I muſt own and adore thy preſence.” 
Whata thought is this to impreſs my heart? 
% How ſhould it teach me to fear God in all 
© places, and at all times, ſince no retreats, no 
diſguiſies of night, or hipocriſy, can place me 
* out of his ſight. How natural is it to think 
our ſelves ſecure within the incloſure of our own 
breaſts? But, let me tell you, there is a ſky-light, 
in every one of them, through which God looks, 
and obſerves all that paſſes there: we are all naked 
in his fight. Should not this ſuppreſs the unlaw- 
ful wiſh, and check the polluting thought. We 
. ; n PWR 
(in) Pla, cxxxix, 8, 9, 10, | "Gat © 


ef \ abe> R. J 
would. approve ourſelves, by a decent behaviour, 
before perſons of ſuperior character; and why not 
much more before the great God, whole preſence 
infinitely exceeds theirs, and whoſe approbation is 
of infinitely more conſequence? 7 
In this light, hypocriſy in all its forms; de- 
ceit and fraud with all their ſubtilties, muſt appear 
both odious and vain. We may conceal our 
ſelves from men, and fin ſo ſecretly, as to eſcape 
their cenſure and puniſhment ; but not God's. 
The time is coming, when every ſecret fin, I 
“commit, will be publiſhed before angels and 
«© men. God ſaw the miſchief, when it only lay 
in the thought and deſire z he ſaw through a 
„ my diſguiſes, and exceſſes, and will in that 
% day make it manifeſt. That artful lye, that ſe- 
„ cret fraud, that dark, retired ſcene of luſt will 
& be detected then, and expoſed before the moſt 
„ numerous aſſembly. And can I bear the re- 
«« proach, the ſcorn, the inſults of that day?“ 
You feel many times how painful your ſins are in 
this world; ſo painful, that you cannot conceal 
your ſhame and torment, Believe me this will be 
much greater in the next; where the diſcovery 
will be more perfect, and the conſequence more 
important. en ee ALY 5 

In vain therefore are all our ſhifts and cover- 
oy In vain the murtherer riſing with the light, 
killeth the poor and needy, as they go out early 
to labour ; and in the night is as a thief, watching 
an opportunity to break open the houſes of the 
rich : in vain the eye of the adulterer waiteth for 
the twilight, ſaying, no eye ſhall ſee me, and diſ- 
guiſeth his face. (n). God ſees through the thickeſt 

veil of night, and will reveal it. Such a thought 
„„ | E 30 ſhould * 


(a) Job xaiv, 14, 17. 


CY 
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ſhould frequently riſe up in our minds, and .out- 
brave a temptation. . gat boat 0g ; 
FJiaſeph, when young, a ſervant and ſlave, was 
tempted to abuſe his maſter's bed. There was 
every circumſtance preſent to encourage the temp- 
tation; but the apprehenſion of a preſent God, 
daſh'd it out of countenance. Gratitude to a kind 
maſter; had no dqubt its proper influence; but the 
principal, the effectual reſtraint, was from a full con- 
viction of the divine preſence and goodneſs, how 
can 1 do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
Gad (o)? How can 1 lye, or ſteal, or ſwear, and 
defie both the preſence and power of God: of that 
God, who can do for me more than I can aſk ; 

and do againſt me more than I can fear. 
II.. When we haye poſſeſſed our minds with 
an inward ſenſe of God, our next care ſhould: be 
to render our deportment virtuous and chriſtian, and 
this will particcularly regard our worps and 
. 1.) Our Words. 125 r 4 
2 is an excellent gift of God. It diſtin- 
guiſhes us from all other creatures, and it ſhould be 
our care to excel others in that, which is our excel - 
lency (v). It was deſign'd to qualify us for praiſ- 
ing God, and edifying one another; and really en- 
ed bas, 0.3 4150 ; larges 
e , ak . Aal 
(p, Hoc enim uno praeſtamus vel maximè feris, quod col 
loquimur inter nos, et quod exprimere dicendo ſenſa poſſumus. 
Quamobrem quis hoc non jure miretur, ſummeque in eo ela- 
borandum eſſe arbitretur, ut quo uno homines maxime beſtiis 
praeſtent; in hoc hominibus ipfis antecellat ? Language emi- 
nently diſtinguiſbes us from brutes ; 9 7 wwe have a ſocial in- 
tercourſe v1th one another, and are able to convey our ſentiments; 
Muſt not every man then be flruck with this, and own, that to 
excel mankind tbemſelves in that quality, which gives them the 


preference to brutes, ſhould be bis ambition and care? 
| Cic, de Orat, i. 8, 


larges all our rational proſpects and pleaſures. If, 
inſtead of this, we make language an inſtrument 
of ſin: of impiety towards God; and of miſ- 
chief towards our - neighbour, we contradict. the 
principal end for which it was given. The vices. 
of the tongue are innumerable, and the certain 
marks of a corrupt rotten heart. Thoſe, I would 
adviſe poor people (and others are obliged as well 
as you) to guard againſt, are 
Obſcene and filthy ralking. No ſuch corrupt 
communication ſhould proceed out of your mouth (g) +. 
becauſe it ſhews the 00 to be in a more deſolate 
condition, than the body. It is an immorality of 
a deep taint, and quite unnatural. It is offenſive, 
to the purity of God, which oppoſes it; and the 
authority of God, which condemns it. It is hurt- 
ful to the innocence of others, ſhocking to modeſty, 
and violates the decencies of life. So degenerate 
is this temper, that inſtead of being a proof of 
good humour and wit, it is a real proof of brutali- 
ty, and ſhews that human nature can be degraded 
into that of a laſcivious goat. The moraliſt bids 
us obſerve, how nature in the frame of our bo- 
« dies, has covered thoſe things, which could not 
© be ſo handſomely ſhewn, or which only ſerved, 
© to ſome certain ends and neceſſities of nature: 
« how in the frame of our minds, ſhe has ſeconded. 
& this view, by implanting in us a ſenſe of ſhame 
„ and modeſty, to teach us that we ſhould avoid 
< in converſation whatever might offend the eyes 
or ears (r).“ Our religion bs ranked chaſtity 
| Es and 
(9) Eph, iv. 29. | 

(r) Quae partes autem corporis, ad naturae neceſſitatem 
datae, adſpectum eſſent deformem habiturae, atque turpem, 
eas contexit, atque abdidit. Hanc naturae tam diligentem 
fabricam imitata eſt hominum verecundia. Nos naturam ſe⸗ 
| emu, 
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and modeſty amongſt the virtues, and recommend- 
ed purity as its own perfection (). 

Clamoar and contention. This is to indulge re- 
ſentment till it breaks forth into noiſe and detama- 
tion; and the diſturbance of a quiet ſtate of things 
about us. It generally riſes from ſmall beginnings, 
but increaſes by oppoſition, and many times ends 


fatally. You ſhould conſider that ſuch a behavi- 


our is contrary to the goſpel, preach'd to you, 
which exhorts 3 let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put away 
from you, wwith all malice. And be ye kind to one 
another, tender hearted, forgi ving one another, even 
as God for Chriff's ſake hath forgiven you (t). 
Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for rail- 


ing (u). A little reflection would convince you, 


that the indeceney of violent anger ſhould ſerve to 
reſtrain it, and, the inward pain, it gives, engage 


you to ſuppreſs it, out of kindneſs to your ſelves. 


In this laſt view it is juſt as abſurd, as if a man 


ſhould chuſe to live in a fever, or travel in a ſtorm. 
Curſing and fevearing. This is an inſufferable 


rudeneſs, and inſult upon the great object of reli- 
gion, and you cannot be ſuppoſed either to love 


or fear God truly, when you uſe his name with ſo 


much levity, and mingle it with every vain trifling 
ſtory. Sure Iam, that you have no provocation 
to it on God's part, who, far from being injurious 


or ſevere to you, is ever kind and compathonate : - 


Sure I am, that you have no temptation to it on 
your part; for though other ſins may have the 


quamur, et ab omni, quod abhorret, ab oculorum, aurium- 
que approbatione, fugiamus. FI 

; 5 | Cic. off. 1. 35. 
(s) Vid. Eph. v. 3, 4. Coloſ. iv. 6. 1 John iii. 3. 


(0 Eph. iv. 31, 32. (4) 1 Pet. iii. 9. Rom. xii. 18. | 


e a Py Seda. AS an * Ac a, 2 


baits of pleaſure or profit, this has neither, and 
can be only the effect of a wanton; prophane ſpi- 
rit. That Saviour, to whom you are ſo much in- 
debted, forbids it. I ſay unto fewvear not at 
all (w;. And you cannot but know, that it is a 
defiance of the third commandment, which has in 
it an authority to command your reverence ; and a 
guard, that ſhould make you tremble at the viola- 
tion of it. Thou ſhalt not tale the name of the 
Lord thy God in wain : for the Lord ewill not hold 
him guiltleſi, that taketh his name in vain (x). 
Lying is another abuſe of language, and deſerves 
all your caution and reſolution to avoid. It is one 
of the worſt qualities that can affect us. It con- 
founds the eſſential differences of things; deſtroys 
the very foundation of juſtice, charity, commerce, 
friendſhip, and religion; is an enemy to honeſty, 
to the peace, comfort, and ſafety of life, and lies 
at the bottom of every bad character. The malig- 
nant nature of a lye conſiſts in its oppoſition to 
truth; that truth, which every man has as much 
a right to, as to the advantages and comforts of 
ſociety. A he is the affirming a thing to be true, 
which aue know to be falſe: i. e. by our words 
we intend to convey, to thoſe we friendly con- 
verſe. with, an idea of things, different or con- 
trary to that idea we have in our own minds; and 
conſequently that there is no agreement between 
our tongues and our hearts. This is a very baſe, 
infamous, and deteſtable fin ; univerſally and juſtly 
abhorred. However I cannot but be ſurprized, 
that a falſe notion of honour, ſhould many times 
lead men to reſent the imputation, more than the 
inward turpitude, and guilt of this ſin : that tho' 
they won't ſcruple to * a lye, yet ſhould ſcorn 
{w) Mat. v. 34. (x) Exod, xx, 7. 
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to be told of it ; and venture, rather thin eome 


under the imputation, to commit murder, i. e. ra- 
ther than be thought baſe in this world, be con- 
tent to be damned in the next. But really, tis the 
inward guilt, that makes a man contemptible and 
vile; tis the truth of the imputation, that ſhould 
-principally affect our delicacy. and honour.— 
Vou will, very likely, be employed, by the maß- 
ters you ſerve, in ſeveral meſſages ; be entruſſ ed 
on many occaſions, to buy and ſell for them; 
have many valuable things committed to your 
cuſtody. If there is no truth in the account you 
give of ſuch truſt; if you buy for leſs, or ſell 
for more than you fay ; if you purloin and apply 
any thing of your charge to your own uſe, or ſuf- 
fer others to do it for ſome advantage, and yet 
proteſt your innocence, yon are guilty of lying ; 
and what you get by ſuch deceit, you have no 
more right to, than the eſtate your maſter owns, 
or the cloaths he wears. Such management, as 
it deſtroys your innocence, ſo it muſt affect your 


inward peace. In ſuch circumſtances, without re- 


pentance and reſtitution, you can neither live with 
pleaſure, nor die with ſafety. Guard then againſt 

malignant an evil. Guard your children againſt 
it: for lying is the beginning of their ruin: as 
ſabbath- breaking is generally the finiſhing of it. I 
am ſenſible, you will be many times tempted, in 
the courſe of your affairs, to promiſe what you 
canhot perfurm. But never promiſe abſolutely ; 
never make one promiſe inconſiſtent with another, 
left you [ſhould come under a ſuſpicion of this 
yice. Maintain at all times a character for truth, 
and no body will be diſpleaſed, that you cannot 
ſerve all at once. If they are; they lay a ſnare 
for your ſouls, and are partakers of your fin. The 
E Og one ſcripture 
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3 every where guards againſt: this fin, par- 
ticularly in that paſſage, ⁊uberęfore, putting atuay 
lying, ſpeak every man truth with his neighbour, 


for aur are members one of another ( 3). Lyars 


ſtand in a very black catalogue; of forcerers, awhore- 
mongers, murdertrs, and idolaters, there alſo is he 
that maketh and loueth a lye (x) : and'their doom 
is equally dark and tremendous, @ part in the 
lake, auhich barneth abi th fire and MO £9 which 
7s bf 00h: ſecond death (a). 
2.) Oar Actions. | 

This opens a ſubject of equal extent with the 
duties of chriſtianity, and did we att up to thoſe 
principles, we ſhould never fail to be uſeful and 
reſpected, in whatever condition the providence 
of God ſhould place us. But as the poor are ge- 
nerally engaged in the miniſterial offices of life, 
I would only recommend ſuch things, as would 
greatly contribute to their advantage. How poor 
ſoever a man is, how deſtitute his condition of out- 
ward bleſſings; yet tis poſſible to make himſelf 
of importance by a proper behaviour. An honeſt 
man will be of value in every ſtation. A peace- 
able neighbour, an induſtrious labourer, a 
ſervant, though poor, is an uſeful member of ſo- 
ciety, and a bleſſing to thoſe families he is engaged 
with. That you, who are poor, may acquire 


ſuch conſideration, I would „ to your 


ſtudy and care the followin 1 * „Vix. affabili- 
y ſobriety, diligence, and faith neſs,” | 
Afability is à deſire to pleaſe,” and become 
igrecable to thoſe about us. Some have an in- 
nate goodneſs of temper, that diſpoſes them to 
oblige ; but where this is not the cafe, its likeneſs 
ſhould be acquired and practiced as à virtue, _ 
Y Eßph. iv. 35. (z) Rev. xxii. 15 © (a) Rev, xxi. 8 
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then you ean'never fail of efteem, 'A command 
received with chearfulneſs, and executed with in- 
elination, will always engage the heart. W hereas 
murmuring, ſowerneſs, and reluctancy, will ever 
give diſtaſt. Servants are therefore exhorted, wvith 
good will to do ſervice (b). ¶ batſoewer ye do, 


do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men (c). | | | nn % 

Sabriety is a prudent and juſt reſtraint upon the 
appetite of ſenſual pleaſures. To argue, from the 
having ſuch appetites, the lawfulneſs of indulging 
them without reſerve, is perfectly abſurd. There 
may be a ſtrong impulſe and excitation to thoſe 
things, and implanted in us for wiſe ends? but 
ſince it is a blind inſtinct, what has no moral diſ- 
cernment in it, its object and force ought, in all 
reaſon, to be regulated; to be regulated by rea- 
ſon, and in proportion to its end. If it would carry 
us to offend againſt the decencies of life ; againſt 
virtue and religion, it ought to be immediately de- 
nied and reſtrained. It will be the duty and in- 
tereſt of every moral agent united to fleſh and 


blood, to govern the force of his paſſions and ap- 


petites, ſo as to preſerve the united ſyſtem in its 


beauty, ſtrength, and uſe. This muſt appear to 


be the will of our creator. But licentiouſneſs, and 
an unbounded gratification, in the experience of 
all ages, has had a quite contrary effect, to effemi- 
nate, impair, and deſtroy 'the- conſtitution, and 
therefore muſt be unlawful.-——There are abo 
vices contrary to ſobriety, which poor perſons 
ſhould eſpecially guard againſt, vix. awhoring and 
drunkenneſs : both waſtful vices; which thoſe; who 
have but little, muft fink under; both infamous: 
and infamy added to poverty, muſt give it a moſt 


| ing 
&) : (e) Coloſ. il, 23. | 
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ſhocking appearnce. He that attacks the virtue of 
others, and enſnares them to acts of uncleanneſs, de- 
ſtroys that innocence, which is the ſource of inward 
comfort, and a ground of reputation and uſefulneſs. 
He acts unworthy the original appointments of 
providence; ineonſiſtent with the intereſt, and re- 
lations of civil ſociety ; and does what he can to 
fill human life with endleſs anxieties and cares; 
nay, he- expoſes to damnation a ſoul that is of 
more worth than the whole world. - He therefore, 
that is guilty of 'this vice, is the author of more 
real miichief to the perſons he debauches, than if 
he had robb'd them of their ſubſtance, or cut off 
their right hand, and can be deem'd no leſs than 


a publick enemy to mankind. This vice gene- 


rally meets with its ſevere puniſhment in this 
world; and as it moſt directly oppoſes the ſpirit; 
and purity of the goſpel, will be more ſeverely 
puniſh'd in the next (4). Drunkenneſs, the 
other vice is the moſt ſtupid one, as it turns rea- 
ſon out of watch and ward, when all thoſe evils 


will ſoon come in, which a careleſs hand, a li- 


centious tongue, or a diſſolute heart can commit. 
It poyſons that body it was deſign'd to pamper: 


we are but clay, and that by much wetting will 


fall aſuncer : it mortifies and ſtarves that family, it 
pretends, by its frindſhips, to ſupport better. It 
promiſes pleaſure, and runs into unneceſſary and 


dangerous quarrels. It ſets aſide wiſdom, and ex- 


alts folly before the world. Inconveniencies e- 


nough, one would think, to make a poor man ab- 


hor it; eſpecially as it ſhuts up the compaſſion of 
others againſt him : for nothing can be more odi- 
ous to and man, than a vicious neceſſity. In 
- (4) 1 Cor, vi, 18, 19. 1 Theſ. iv. 3, 4, 5. 

Eph. v. 5. ; Heb, xiii. 4» , : | 
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fine, the ſevereſt thing, that can be ſaid againſt it 
in this world, is, that drunkenneſs puts a man 
« out of all the relations of life, at once, and 
& makes him liable to offend againſt. them all.” 
And the ſevereſt thing, that can, be ſaid againſt it, 
as to th: next world, is, that it ſhuts a man out of 
the kingdom of heaven (), and ſo makes him fit 


neither for heaven or earth. - WT Hs 
Diligence 1s another thing that will recommend 
you to eſteem, and that is to be juſt in employ- 
ing your labour and time for your maſters benefit, 
No one would be ſo cruel as to expect inceſſant 
labour, without intermiſſion; yet you ſhould be 
as induſtrious behind your maſter's back, as under 
his eye; and perform, according to common eſ- 
timation, and price, a days work. Jo do other- 
wiſe is a breach of juſtice. Negligence; and idle- 
neſs, are not only ' unjuſt to man, but diſpleaſing 
to God, who commands you to labour, as under 
his eye, as well as your maſter's; for conſcience; 
fake, as well as conveniency: not with eye. ſer- 
vice, as men plea ſers, but as the ſervants of 
Cbriſt, doing the awill of God from the heart (; 
and that will is the practice of truth and uniyerſal 
righteouſneſs. | 
Faithfulneſ is the honeſt care and management 
of a truſt. Buſineſs cannot be carried on without 
many hands, and conſequently not without placing 
ſome confidence-in others. Whatever part of your 
maſter's intereſt is committed to your hands, 
ſhould be preſerved and improved ſolely for his 
advantage. Vou muſt commit no fraud. and make 
no waſte your ſelves ; nor ſuffer others to do it. 


yo” 2 Servants 
(e) Read the following ſcriptures, Prov. xxiii. 29, to the 
end of the chapter. Luke xxi. 34. 1 Cor. vi. 10. 


Eph. v. 18. (F) Eph, vi. 6. 
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Servants be obedient unto your maſters in: ſingleneft 
of heart (g). i, e. not with crafty double views 
bat with an honeſt upright plainneſs. Not pur- 
laining, but ſbeaving all good fidelity (b), Fraud 
committed under favour of ſuch conſidence; fraud 
practiced by thoſe, who have been preferred be- 
fore others, and received ſome marks of encou- 
ragement beyond others; fraud, I ſay, in ſuch 
caſes, not only violates juſtice, but honour and 
gratitude. But the moſt deteſtable way of abuſing 
4 family, is by corrupting the children of it. 
Should they come frequently where you labour, 
or ſhould you attend their viſits or diverſions, and 
take all opportunities of making ill impreſſions on 
their tender minds; of corrupting their morals by 
had councils, or bad words and actions, you do 
your maſters the greateſt poſſible miſchief; and 
may ruin this way all their labours and deſigns. 
The practice of the virtues before - mentioned, 
will preſerve a decorum in the courſe of your 
lives, which will command reſpect; you will guard 
againſt many trifling, inſignificant actions; you 
will avoid an idle, lazy, ſottiſn, vicious courſe, 
which has multiplied the neceſſities of life, and put 
many upon violent methods of ſupporting it: by 
which means they have brought themſelves. to 
A-SUDDEN AND SHAMEFUL END. $5 
Though I have only mentioned the care you 
ought to have of your <yords and actions, I did 
not by this intend to tell you, it was your only 
care. No If ever you deſire to ſucceed. in 
this amiable conduct, two things are further neceſ- 


— ſary, namely, the governing your hearts, and ſeek- 


ing to God for his aſſiſtance and bleſſing. The 


HEART is the ſecret theater of all wickedneſs. 
ö Here 


e) Eph, vi. 5. (6) Tit. ii. 10. 
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Here fin b-gins to live in irregular thoughts and 
deſires ; and here it i. cheriftied and riven'd for 
practice. You may think there is no harm in 
them, becauſe they are not viſible to others, and 
injure no one. But you miſtake in thinking ſo. 
They are all viſible to God; they really injure 
your ſelves, and rob you of your innocence. Our 
Saviour therefore ſaid, he that looketh on à woman 
to luft after her, has committed adultery with her 
already in his heart (i). The covenant of God 
reaches to the heart, and he promiſed in it to write 
his laws there: 7 will put my laws into their 
minds, and write them in their hearts (k.) To 
what purpoſe this ? It was certainly to tell us, that 
God ſets up his authority in the ſoul, to controul, 
and govern its inward motions ; and conſequently, 
that all cob, deſires, and wiſhes, condemned 
by God's authority, muſt be ſinful. The heart is 
the fountain from whence iſſue ſo many polluted 
ftreams : thoſe things, which proceed ont of the 
mouth, come forth from the heart, and they de file 
the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe wit- 
neſs, blaſphemies (I). If we love irregular thoughts 
and paſſions, and imbrace them with the conſent 
and approbation of the mind, though they ſhould 
not break out into acts, we are yet guilty before 
God. Intereft, reputation, and the fear of laws, 
may prevent the outward act, but the will is in 
it, which determines its moral quality. When luft 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth fin (n). Our 
luſts are our paſſions in exceſs, and our inward ap- 
probation of thoſe, makes them criminal, 'and con- 
| 242 ago 5 | ſtitutes 
(i) Mat. v. 28. 9 Heb. vii, 10. 
(IJ) Mat, xv. 18, 19. (n) Jam. i. 17. 


r 
ſtitutes the carnal mind, which is enmity againſt 
God (n). This deſerves frequent conſideration; 
that the lye which is conceived in the heart, the 
fraud which was firſt deſign'd, the theft and 
robbery, which were firſt contrived and purpoſed 
there, are ſinful, tho' they ſhould go no further (o). 
"Tis eaſieſt to correct things at firſt, before they 
have acquired ſtrength by time, and habit by uſe. 
The ſhorteſt way to prevent bad words, and bad 
actions, is to abhor vain thoughts, and keep the 


inward motions of the ſoul to the meaſures of re- 


ſon and virtue. I hope therefore you ſee, by this 
time, the importance of that divine inſtruction, 
heep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are 
the iſſues of life (p).—No leis neceſſary is Diving ' 
ASSISTANCE to- your duty; to enable you to ac- 
quire right diſpoſitions, to cleanſe you from every 
pollution; and ſupport the truth and honour of 
your chriſtian profeſſion. In your temporal affairs 
you would be glad to have the advice of a wiſe 
man, or the charitable help of a bountiful friend : 
in your ſpiritual affairs you ſhould much more prize 
the aſſiſtance of God, a friend infinitely wiſe, and 
infinitely bountiful.” If we know any thing of our 
felves, of the imperfection of our knowledge, the 
impotency and inconſtancy of our hearts, of the 
nearneſs and power of temptations, and our readi- 
neſs to follow bad cuſtoms and examples, we ſhould 
be very thankful for preventing and reſtraining 
grace. You ſhould the more prize the goſpel, that 
is preached unto you, for the promiſe in it of the 
SPIRIT, Whoſe office it is to ſanctify and renew- 
7 (n) Rom. viii. 7. 6-4 i; BYE 21 
(o) Has patitur poenas peccandi ſola voluntas. 
Nam ſcelus intra ſe tacitum qui cogitat ullum. 
Facti crimen habet. ä - Juv, Sat. xiii, 208. 
(p) Prov. iv. 23. 
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the heart; to raiſe you above your .infirmities, and 
animate your religion with new ardours of love 
and zeal. God's readineſs to beſtow it is | repre- 
ſented in a ſtrong and lively manner, by the affec- 


tion of parents to their offspring. An earthly 


parent would not mock his children's cries for 
bread with the offer of a ſtone or a ſcorpion, but 


give them food convenient; how much more foall 


heavenly father gie the holy ſpirit to them 


your 
that aſt him (q]. If then you have any ſeriqus 
convictions and reſolutions, don't ſtifle or divert 


them by ſenſible amuſements ; don't depend upon 
your own wiſdom and ſtrength in purſuing them, 
but the help of God. Aſk of him his ſpirit to 
fix your convictions, and improve them into a new 
nature. Aſk it with a ſenſe of your want of it; 
aſk it with an importunity expreſſive of your value 
for it, and then you cannot miſs it. 

III. . Fora cloſe of all, give me leave to ex- 
hort you to open your minds to the influence of 
all thoſe niotives, which are fitted to excite atten · 
tion, and draw you into right meaſures for attain- 
ing this ſalvation. I ſhould rejoyce to be the 
happy inſtrument of good to your ſouls ; to che- 
riſh virtuous diſpoſitions where they are, and raiſe 
a proper concern in thoſe who are fecure. I wiſh 
JI knew the winning addreſs, the well tried words, 
that 1 might ſpeak with ſuch effect as to alarm 


| the unconverted, and bring a penitential ſtream 


from that rock. I ſee the miſery and danger of 
ſueh, and fain would aſſiſt their eſcape to ſafety : 
fain would I haflen them as the angel did Lot out 


of Sodem, and for the ſame reaſon, becauſe a ſtorm 


of ſire and brimſtone was coming down (7). Wi 


_- 


(x) Luke xi, 13. (0) Gen, zix. 22,24 — 


Will it touch your GRATITUDE to fay, that 
you are the care of providence, even whilſt you 
are ſmning againſt God. God never made any 
creature, but he charg d himſelf with its ſupport, 
if that creature he not wanting to itſelf. A thought 
that will encourage you. when you have many 
children; they being more the children of provi- 
dence, than yours. If the condition you are in 
ſeems beſt to your heavenly father, moſt conſiſtent 
with your virtue and happineſs, you ſhould be re- 

Opinion has introduced many diſtinctions 
into life, which are not eſſential to life. You muſt 
not then judge of it, and God's regard to you, 
by ſplendid equipages, and glittering appearances 3 
but by what is : neceſſary. The real wants of na- 
ture lie within a very narrow compaſs. Nature 
is bounded, but imagination is inſinite, 
Will it awaken your REAR to be told, that fin 


is the greateſt poſſible evil. Its nature is malignant, 


and its end ruin. Ves; that thing which wears 
ſo many treacherqus ſmiles; that decoys with ſo 
many artful promiſes, is an evil above all other 
evils. . Sin is exceeding finful (5). Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who took part with us in other evils, in 
poverty, reproach, .perſecution, forrow, pain, and 
death, would have no communication with us in 
ſin (e). Other evils. may bring men low, but no- 
thing but fin makes them accurſed (2). That 
which the plague, poyſon, rottenneſs, and death, 
is to the body, that is fin to the ſoul-{av). Tis 
fin that would introduce confuſion and diſorder in- 
to all the works of God, and oppoſe his purity 
and government. Tis fin that is the ſource of 
Rom. vii. 13. (t) 2 Cor. v. 21. 1 Pet. ii. 22, 

1 1 Bo. iü. 10. (%) 1 Kings viii. 38. Mat. xxiii. 27. 
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every other evil, and corrupts the joys. of life: 
it defiles what: it touches, and enſlaves where it 
reigns. — The greateſt poſſible a 
is, when it is committed knowledge 1 
knowledge, which God has made us naturally ca- 
le of, or revealed in his goſpel. How wilful, 
w daring maſt fin be, that calls in knowledge 
to lay the plot, to deviſe the means, to frame the 
excuſes and coverings for it, and then rejects its 
moral influence. Conſcience ſtarts and remonſtrates 
againſt it before the commiſſion z conſcience: re- 
bukes afterwards, but to little purpoſe. - Intereſt, 
reputation, and friendſhip unite and would reclaim, 
but all in vain, The ſinner will go on with his 
eyes open; extinguiſh his lights; trample upon 
his guards, and reje& all the means of his den 
ſafety (x). — The greateſt poſſible danger gr a 
ſinful e's ; this world is, when the ſoul has con- 
tinued ſo long in it, as to be paſt feeling ( 
When it has — longer an — C 
ilt and danger, conſcience is quiet; ſhame and 
ſubdued ; the moral ſenſe fupified 3- and the 
finner grown fo hard and inſenſible, that like So- 
lomon's drunken fool, when he is ftricken, he is 
not fick, and when be is beaten, he Feels it not (x). 
A lye, a theft, an oath, a blaſphemy, in ſuch a 
ſtate, is committed with ſo much compoſure and 
ſatisfaction, as if there was no harm in either. 
How deceitful a thing is ſin? how extenſſve and 
| an evil; the juſt object of the divine diſplea- 
ſure and wrath ? yet this is the pleaſing miſchief, 
that gives * much 2 to ſinners; this the 
monſter, that puts on ſuch fair appearances ; this 
the viper, that ſo artfully conceals his 2 
n 


ee TY | John v. 40 
550 Eph, iy, 19, 1 Tim. iv. "VS *) Prov. xxili. 35. 
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And will you now, my friends, be any longer deceiv- 
ed and hardened by it (a)? Does it not loo frightful 
in its features, and dreadful in its ifſues. The wages 
of fin is death (d). If you complain, that the 
wages of your labour ſtill keep you poor, I am 
certain, that the wages of your fins will make you 
for ever miſerable. And can you like and' love 
fin after this? Can you be eaſy without repent- 
ance, and ſafe without a redeemer ? See by all this 
the excellency of that redemption, which Chritt 
has wrought out for you; and the neceſſity of that 
regeneration he would work in you. All that I 
aim at by thoſe reflections is to make fin odious ; 
Chriſt and his goſpel deſirable to you: to give 
you ſuch apprehenſions of both, as you will cer- 
tainly have at death and judgment. 

Will it, Fnally, encourage your no E to be af- 
ſured of future bleſſedneſs: a bleſſedneſs with God 
in heaven, full, perfect, and everlaſting. This 
happy ſtate exclu every afflition and ſorrow 3 
and comprehends all that is good. It is ſo great 
as to be beyond the meaſure of thought or 'ima- 
gination. The eye of mortal man hath ſeen no- 
thing like it for beauty; the ear heard nothing 
comparable for harmony ; the heart conceived no- 
thing equal for perfeftion (c). This is the final 
reward of religion; this the crown and kingdom, 
which Chriſt will give to all his friends. And 
would you not be in that number? But this you 
cannot be, if you live and die in your fins, The 
beſt uſe of riches is to gratify a generous diſpoſi- 
tion ; the worſt uſe of poverty is to indulge a car- 
nal heart.” And 9 will de found true n 


day. 
F Vou 
(a) Heb, iti, 13. 0 Rom. vi. 23. (e) 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
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You cannot be ſtrangers to the ſuſtaining power 
of hope on many occaſions. The of 
out of .a 3 you * N 9 4 
mending your circumſtances malees you diligent 
and laborious : and ſhould not the hag of heaven 
make you holy ? gd fair, xn , as too 
many live, <vithout God, and without * (4)? 
Can you bear to /ze Abrahams, auc, and Jacob. 
and all the prophets, and all your good friends, ia 
the kingdom of God, and you yoaur ſelves thruft 
out (e) ? Prevention in all caſes is better than re- 
medy ; eſpecially in this, where remedies will 
then be no more. 
4 _— your preſent duty, ts ſeek the 
kingdom of its righteouſmſs (V, 
lels you have a mind to be loſers in 42 
Now you may ſecure the important blefling. The 
Hhirit and the bride Jay come, and lit him that is a- 
cons and ewhaſoever wild, let him take the 
evater of life freely (g). Heaven will end all 
your cares and complaints. No poverty can keep 
you out of that happy place; Lazaras the beggar 
#8 now in Abraham's bofom (h) : no poverty will go 
with you there, in which there is a fulmſi — 
perfection of all good (i). 
Delay not, my friends, to ako this ſapreme 
3 own ; and the God of heaven your 
z, know tot how to leave you, obtain- 
ing your immediate conſent, The 
of the caſe, and the uncertainty. of life Sl not 
admit delays. See how quickly the ſands fall in 
the glaſs, the upper part I which is covered from 
your fight, and you know not how ſoon the laſt 
may fall. See how haſty the ſun declines ; how 
the 


| . (@) Eph. ii, 12, (s) Luke xiii. 28. (F) Mat, vi, 33s 
g) Rev, xxii, 17. (5) NG xvi, 23, (i) Pla, xvi, 11- 
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the — 4 n apace — <a on the — ; 
pointed night. In this uncertainty you are left to 


act a wiſe and 2 is 40 begie igithed iately: 

and to ſec £80 od part, ATA | Fall never 
be taken pw ho Vr ſalvation, 
therefore, ⁊ ui 1 i oo (1). Walk awhilft you 


have the light ml. And God almighty bleſs you, 
and ſeal the inſtruction upon every one of of your 


hearts 4 ee ff C orift our ord, 


——_— 1 


() ben. () hege, Gl 3 
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The Gera! Proyes . 


I Almighty . everlaſting God; 
in whom are all perfections 
Jof Being; great, beyond our 
conceptions; and glorious, 
beyond all our-praifes. We 
preſent © our ſelves before thee, and in 
the humbleſt manner adore the Father 
and Lord of all. Condeſcend, we beſeech 
Mee, to aſſiſt and accept our worſhip at 
this time. We praiſe thee, the fountain 
of all goodneſs ; who haſt treated us as 
the creatures of thy power, and the ob- 
jets of thy care, 
Wx praiſe thee, that thou haſt made 
us rational, and as ſuch capable of know- 
ing and enjoying thee, the ſupreme 
good; that we have had daily ſupplies 
and protections from thy good provi- 
dence ; health in our dwelling, ſtrength 
to labour, food to | fatisfy us, and rai- 
ment 
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ment to put on, with the encourage 
ment of their favour, amongſt whom 
we live. Above all things we would 
praiſe thee for the gift of thy Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt; that thou waſt pleaſed to ſend 
him, to redeem us from all iniquity, to 
furniſh us with the beſt advantages and 
helps for anſwering the ends of our crea- 
tion, and confirm to us the SO of i im- 
2 

Wren we remember thy goodneß, 
we think it moſt reaſonable that it 
ſhould lead us to repentance, and em- 
bitter ſin more to us, for that it carries 
us to offend ſo good and bountiful 
a friend We lament before thee, our 
failings and negligences, our many wil- 
ful ſins, in thought, word, and deed. 
We would be ſorry for any paſt inſtances 
of unthankfulneſs for mercy, of unfruit- 
fulneſs in religion, of too much addict- 
edneſs to ſenſe and yanity, of indulging 
irregular deſires and paſſions, and that 
we have been more ſolieitous, at any 
time, for the meat, that periſheth, than 
that, which endureth to everlaſting life. 

Go be merciful to us ſinners! Enter 
not into judgment with thy ſervants, O 

Tord. Caſt us not away from thy pre- 

F 1 | ſence, 
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fence, and take not thy holy ſpirit from 
us. We. beſeech thee, O merciful father, 
forgive all our fins, according to thine 


abundant goodneks, and- the gracious 
declarations. of thy word, in which thou 
baſt cauſed; us to hope, We aſk this 


forgiveneſs with the greater hope, as we 


come before thee at this time with a 
forgiving temper, and ſerious purpoles 
of offending no more. 

Ov confidence is not in our ſelves, 
Ne thee, by whom alone we can hope 
to perform and accompliſh our good 
purpoſes. To thee we lift up our eyes 
and hearts for mercy. Do. thou enable 
us to give the only proofs of a ſincere 
repentance, even the reformation and 


amendment of our ways, that ſo our 


hopes may have a firm foundation in 
thy promiſes to the penitent. 
SENSIBLE. of the pollution, as well 


as the danger of ſin, we beg that its 


power may be effectually ſubdued in 
us. O God, who batęſt iniguizy, lend by 


good ſpiric into our hearts to ſanctify al 


our powers, and fit them for thy love 
and ſervice. Let no vain thoughts lodge 
within us, no favourite corruptions be 
hene, no carnal — and 14 
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be codec to the abaſement of our 
fouls. O purify us by faith and love; 
and- the. continual influence of thy holy 
ſpirit, that we may be always revived 
and animated in our chriſtian courſe 
and carried on to greater purity bud 

perfection in it. Thus would we anſwer 
the great ends for which our Saviour 
lived and died; thus would we happily 
fee] within us the ſtrength, liberty, and 
Joy of a new nature. 
Tu v nature, heavenly father, is love, 
inſpire us, we beſcech thee, with good 
thoughts and reſolutions, with devour 
and heavenly affections, with a pleaſing 
ſenſe of thine own love. Draw us and 
we ſhall run after thee, Shew us thy 
amiableneſs, that we might be engaged, 
and captivated beyond the power of any 
other object, to alienate us from thee, 
To thee we aſpire, as our chief good; 
in thee we center, as our perfect reſt: 
thy providence, thy promiſes, the hope 
of thy, enjoyment are all delightful to 
us. We afk a ſuitableneß in our tem- 
pers to thy nature and will. We beg, 
thy image may ſhine more perfectly in 
us, that we might more outgrow the 
33 of our preſent frailty, and be 
9 habitually 
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habitually, for ever united to thee. O faber 
of lights, manifeſt thy ſelf to us in thine 
own light, that thy ſervice might be 
more and more our choice; the pleaſing 
thee our nobleſt pleaſure ; the conſtant 
ſenſe of thy preſence and favour the fum 
of our happineſs on this ſide heaven. 
Io thy wiſdom, holy father, we ſub- 
mit our deſires and deſigns, not know- 
ing what 1s really beſt for our ſelves. in 
this world, Tis thy right to govern 


and diſpoſe of thy creatures; to aſſign 
their condition and rank in life; and 


appoint the bounds of their habitation, 


which thou always doſt without reſpect 


of perſons. We would not therefore, O 
gracious God, preſcribe to thee, or enter- 
tain hard thoughts of thee, for putting 
us ſo much below others. Bleſſed be —— 

name, thou haſt not put us out of the 
reaches of thy own charity, which is in- 
finite, Give us humility, patience, and 
contentment, that our minds may be 
accommodate to our condition, and 
ready to bear the ſevereſt diſcipline, In 
thee is our truſt and hope at all times. 
Thou canſt enrich our poor. ſtate with 
divine truths and joys; thou canſt length- 


n out our little ſtore with * bleſſing, 
We 
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We commit our all to thy wiſe provi- 
dence, in this perſuaſion, that thou wilt 
+ make all things work together for good 


« — 


Ano them that love the. 
Wx believe the excellency and im- 
portance of a religious life, and that its 
obligations reach to us as well as others. 


Enable us, O God, to reflect often that 


we are under thine eye, ſubject to thine 
authority, and accountable to thee for 
our whole deportment. Under the in- 
fluence of thoſe ſentiments, help us to 
order eur converſation aright. Where- 
ever we are, whatever we do, may we 
ſtill breath the true ſpirit of religion, 
love, meekneſs, juſtice, and faithfuſneſs, 
that our whole lives may be thine. Guide 
us, toe beſeech thee, with ſafety through 
the temptations and trials of life, which 
we expect: guard us with ſecurity againſt 
bad cuſtoms and examples, and all the 
deceits of fin, which we would always 


fear. In our ſtation let us ſtudy to be 


quiet, to do our own buſineſs, and to 


work with our hands. Help us, O our 
God, at all times to be innocent and uſe- 


ful: to be kind in our language, faithful 


to our truſts, and reſpectful to our ſu- 
periors. And reſtrain us effectually from 


pride, 
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60 Prayers. 
pride, envy, maliee, fraud, and every 
thing hat ſhall be offenſive to piety aud 


charity. 


T be added. 
Morning. 


Ten haſt brought us, merciful God, 
to the light of another morning. 
and with our lives renewed to us the 
time of repentance. We devote our 
ſelves this day to thy fear, and commit 
our ſelves to thy protection and guidance. 
We go forth to labour under thine eye. 
Proſp per, we beſeech ibee, our handy- 
work, and defend us this day from eve- 
ry fad accident, which would affect our 
limbs or lives. Defend us eſpecially from 
all in, that we might ſpend this day in 
innocence, and conclude it in peace, to 
the glory of thy great name. 


Evening. 


J Lefſed be our God. for adding 

one day more to our unworthy ; 
lives. We are one day nearer eternity, 
We thank thee, gracions God, that we 
have been applied with our daily breads 


have 
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have had ſtrength to Jabour, and-are 
brought together this evening in com- 
fortable circumſtances. Pardon, we be- 
feech thee, the fins of the day. paſt, and 
receive us into thy kind protection this 
night, that we may lie down in ſafety. 
Let our ſleep be refreſhing, our health 
prolonged, and no diſtreſſing accident 
reach, and alarm our dwelling, for oy 
mercy 's ſake. | 


WX humbly offer up theſe our ſup- 
plications i in his name, and through his 
mediation, who. procured. for = this 
acceſs, and the hope of Acceptance with 
thee, even thy Son and our bleſſed Sa- 
viour. In whoſe name and words we 
further beſeech thee; ſaying 2 

Our father, which art in heaven, hat. 
lowed be thy name. Thy ki dm come. Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, And for- 
give us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them, 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And had us not 
into temptation ; but deliver us from evil: 
far thine is the kingdom, and the Power, and 
ibe Mais 8 * e Eg 
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62 Prayers. 
N. B. The following farts of prayer 
may be added to the general one, juſt 
before the morning and evening ſuppli- 
cations : ſo many as the family ſpall 
bave time, and inclination for. Thoſe 
forms for ' the Lord's day are to be 
then uſed, inſtead of thoſe for the morn- 
ing and evening, in the general prayer. 


For the Lord s-aay. 


Morning. 
DLESSED be God for the return 
of another ſabbath ; which we 
would remember to keep holy accord- 
ing to thy commandment. Thy mer- 
cies are all great; but the redemption 
of the world by thy Son is tranſcending.” 
How merciful art thou, O God, in ſend- 
ing him to aſſure us of thy good will; 
to conquer fin and death; and lead us 
into the paths of righteouſneſs and life. 
May none in this family live ſtrangers, 
or enemies to this love, and its gracious. 
deſign upon us. We go to thy church 
with pleaſure, and would join in the 

ublick offices of religion with ſerious 
and devout affections. May all the 
means of grace have the proper and 

4, Rs moral 
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moral- influence upon us, to make us 
wiſer and better, without which we ſhall 
loſe all their benefit. Prepare, we be- 
ſcerb thee,” and fix our hearts to thy ſer- 
vice; refreſh. us and thy people with 
everlaſting conſolations; and confirm all 
our good purpoſes, that we might be 
able to reſiſt ſuture temptations; and by 
learning to love and fear thee this day, 
fear to offend thee, by our words and 
actions, any more. Thus we pray, that 
we may be nouriſhed up in the words 
of life, and find thy church, no o other 
than the Sate of heaven. 


Evening. 
App | che ſpirits, who! continu- 
ally worſhip thee, and encompaſs 
chy heavenly throne with their trium- 
phant ſongs: happy. thoſe, who celebrate 
the glories of thy nature, and works, 
without tediouſneſs or interruption. We 
imagine, O our God, ſomething of their 
happineſs from: the ſervices of this thy 
day. How amiable are mo earthly ta- 
bernacles, O Lord of befts ! How delight- 
ful thy ſervice, when a day in thy courts 
is better than a thouſand elſewhere 
How aſtoniſhing thy love to a loſt world, 
which 
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which heaven and earth celebrate wich 
never-cealing praiſes. Accept, we beſeech | 
thee, the good will, the fincere affection 
we have to thy ſervice, tho? attended 
with much: weakneſs. Impreſs upon our 
fouls the inſtructions and encouragements 
we have received from thy goſpel, and 
enable us to recollect them upon all oc- 
caſions for-our eſtabliſhment, and com- 
fort. Suffer us to do nothing the re- 
mainder of this day, which might have 
a tendency to di our thoughts, 
and wear away thoſe ſerious impreſſions, 
which have been made upon us. Efpe- 
cially ſuffer us at no time to employ 
thoſe powers to any finful purpoſes, | 
which have been fo often engaged in the 


| nobieſt exerciſes, che worſhip of thee. * 
Por the es of the . Lords fe per 


_ "Before. 

HOSE of us who. intend to re: 
member Chriſt at his table, aſſiſt, 

2 Lund, with thy heavenly grace. We 
acknowledge the command of thy Son 
and rejoice in the happy fruits bor his 
. and reſurrection, Subdue in us 
dor 
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toe beſeec tbee, all affection to ſin and 
vanity, and exalt our minds to the con- 
templation of divine things. Enable us 
to be looking unto Jeſus with faith and 
affection ; to receive the bread of life 
with an holy reliſh 4 and to derive the 
moſt effectual motives to virtue, from the 
purity of his E and the 1 of 
his __ 


Leſſed be thy name, O gracious God, 
for the comforts of thine houſe ; 
for thy great condeſcention in admitting 
us to teſtify aur continuance” in thy co- 
venant, which the cup of bleſſing has 
repreſented to us this day, and we have 
taken into our hands. Thy ſervice is 
our choice 3 thy Son our Saviour, yu 
tern and hope. We would not reft i 

the mere act of receiving, but enable us, 
by thy grate, to follow it with the anſwer 
of a good conſeience, in ſincerity, and 
the endeavour' of our whole lives, ſo to 
walk, as we , HOVE received! Chrift Jeſus 
our Lord, 


Scene 


Prayers, 


. Occaſional Forms. 
In preſſing Want, 

\ Merciful God, who ſupplieſt the 
wants of thy creatures from the 
riches and bounty of thy providence ; 
who giveſt the beaſt his food, and to 
the young ravens, which cry ; and to 
all that wait upon thee, their meat in 
due ſeaſon. Look down, we beſeech thee, 
on our preſent diſtreſs, and direct to 
fome fair and honeſt means of relief. 
We know not what to do, and our eyes 
are up unto thee. All hearts are under 
thine eye and in thy hands. Send ſome 
Kind Samaritan this way to heal the 
broken in heart, and bind up their 
wounds. Send help, O Lord, that we 
may be ſatisfied with bread, _ our ya 
mult on thee. 


On retei ving Charity. 


| \HY mercies,, O Gad, are always 
1 great; but never more affecting 
oe; in the time of need. We thank 
thee for our late friends and benefactors, 
whom thou haſt raiſed up ; and to whom 
thou haſt given both inclinations, and 
| abilities 
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abilities to do. good. Reward them with 
the beſt of bleſſings; with the captions 
ſenſe of thy favour ; with inward 
and divine joy; with comfort in al "ar 
relations 3, length of days, riches and 
honour z_ and at the. reſurrection of the 
Juſt, recompence them with eternal life. 


On Stchmefs 8 
\UR comfarts, merciful Creator, are 


pleaſed to ſend. ficknels amongſt us 
ſend thy. grace to- bear. what thou ſhalt 
lay upon us, and then ſend what thou 
wilt. Pity thy fick ſervant, and reſtore 
him (ber) to the comforts. of health. 
Bleſs means, and give patience and ſubs 
miſſion under this viſitation, Give them 

a forgiving ſpirit, as they themſelves 
how for. mercy ; and let the fruit of 
this afffiction be to tale away ſin; to pu- 
vo "4 exalt their minds above the 
wor 5 | 


. On þ Recovery. | 
 Godthe fountainof life, we wacky 


Oren 


ly ben the life of thy ſervant. Let the 
7 G days 


all in thy hands; thou haſt been 


thanks for having mereiful- 
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days thou ſhalt add to him (her) be ſpent 
in newneſs of life. Enable of ſervant, 
we beſeech thee, to remember thy good- 
neſs, and perform the vows of hielten, 
to the glory of thy great name, and the 

ng s a ert hope in the. 


On Death, © © 4 


REA T and glorious God. Who ſhall 
\_J not fear thee, and tremble at thy 
power? Thou turheſt man to deſtruc- 
tion; and none can hinder, when thou 
ſayeſt, return, ye children of men. It 
hath pleaſed thee to make a breach u 
our comforts. We ſubtnit, and humble 
our ſelves under thy mighty hand. En- 
able us, we beſeerb thee, to lay this end 
of all men to heart. As in death we 
ſee the wages of ſin: from death may 
we: find an occaſion - of life, and num- 


bering our own days aright, apply 0 ye 


Antes 10 true wiſdom. brews 
3  Interceſtions. Wn 
Fur all Mankind. 


AVE mercy; we 'beſeich thee, 6p 
the whole race of mankind. Send 


15 — amongſt all nations, and eo- 


F lighten 
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of virtue and happineſs, every where, 
that all people may ſerve and praiſe 
thee, in a, manner ſuitable to thine ex- 


cellency and goodneſs, e nis 
For the whole Chriftian Church. + - 


EAP all chriſtian churches to truth. 

/ righteouſneſs and peace; build 
them up into more perfect beauty; and 
diſcredit for ever all perſecdting and 
oppreſſive principles. 
For our King and Nation. 

JLESS thy ſervant, our moſt gra- 
cious King, and rightful Sovereign. 
Prolong his life, proſper his govern- 
ment, and under him let us lead peace- 
able and quiet lives in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. Bleſs every branch of his roy- 
al family. Endue them with thy hea- 
venly grace, that as thou art pleaſed to 
honour them, they may always honqur 
thee. Bleſs the high court of parlia · 
ment, aur judges, and magiſtrates, that I 
they may be the conſervators of liberty _ .. 


and peace. Bleſs all the miniſters of re- 
RED. | G 2 ligion, 


ligiom, and let * ploakire proſper in 


their hands 5 that by taking heed to 
tkemfalves and their doftrine; they may 

ſave themfſUves, and "thoſe, that hear 
them. Forgive, ws beſbeeb. thee, our 
many national and crying fins ; let 
righteouneſs be. eur: exaltation, and fin, 
which is our reproach, be done away 
by a national repentance! and reforma- 


ibn. 
Per the Aﬀii ited. 


* 5 afflicted: and the 
Bring to their minds all ſuch con- 
fiderations; av. mays revine and faccour 
them; and raiſe them above all difcou- 
. COTE. aud fear. 


Boy Friend. 


to their fouls, who are . 
| to us. Me aſk the fame mereiss 

for them, that we have: aſlied fur our: 
ſoſves. We deſire they may be always 
uſeful: members oft ſociety, and! a crediv 
tothe chriſtian. name. Bleſs: our bene- 
factors, and 1 our enemies. 4? 


\ 


9: 


The 


The 3 7 a ; Chil 
O ua . erh father. 
I am thy creatune; look down, 
A teſeech thee, pena poor child. Incline 
my heart to remember, love, and ſerve 
thee, in the days of my youth. "Take 
the firſt poſſeſſion of my fo pals guard me 
as thy care, love me as thy d; and 
keep me from lying, ficaling, Twearing, 
ſabbath - breaking; or whatever elle 
might render me wntovely and miſchie- 
vous in the place where I live. Make 
me dutiful to my parents, loving to my 
—_— (brofbers and ters; ) obedient 
o my teadhers 4 and always in a diſpd- 
Grion to hear counfel and receive in- 
ſtruftion, that 1 may be wiſe in my 
latter end. Help me to increafe in know- 
ledge and goodneſs, and, Ake my Sa- 
viour, as I kane in Rarure, to grow in 
favour with God and man. I commend 
my {eli (alis miu, —ebis might) to thy 
wiſe and kind protection from fin and 
danger. For the fake of Jeſus Chriſt my 
ente in whom chou art 5 
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i „ Adore no. other Gods but one; | 


ymns, - 
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N. B. The " "I of theſe rw is to fe- 
commend this piece by a pleafing variety. 
The collection conſiſts of imitations, or the 
contributions of Friends; and Loh Jo» 
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1 To en nn; 


1 E x o b. xx. 


3 TSS. 


III.. . Take not in vain G 
455 . The Sabbath thy religion ims. F 


s awful mes. - 


V. . To both thy Parents rev'rence pay. 
VI. . Thy . fellow . Creature never ſlay. 


2 1 
5 54 


VII. 55 Adulr ry ſhun with all thy might. 
VIII. .. And ſcorn to ſteal another's right. 
r „ Bear no falſe witneſs, ſpeak what's true: 

. covet what's oy 8 e 5 _ 


The Anti Creed. 


* God the Father, fil l laſt, e 
te, and all ke I believe ; "Se 
heav'n and earth: the wond'rous 
Beyond what et can 0 Te or —_— 8 

* n 


— 


* 


* 
#5 
[4 
So: 
* * 
— 
- * 


In Jeſus, I believe, the Chriſt, his Son 
Only begotten, full of truth, and grace: 
Conceiv'd by th' holy ghoſt in virgins womb, 
* born to ſave our Ginful race. 


. 
Suffer d, whillt Pilate ruled the jewiſh ſtate, . 
Was crucifi'd, revil'd with ſland rous tongue, 
Mock'd at, renounc'd with unrel hate 


By . rad people, * he 2 ung: 


He bow'd his head, and | ielded up his 3 
Deſcended into bades, dark abode : 

Saw no corruption in the houſe of death. 

Nor there was left a ny” ner by his God. 


On the hind morn, fac? was the bigh command, 
He roſe, and death, ſtern tyrant, captive led; 
To heav'n aſcended, lat at God's right hand, 

And thence ſhall come to Judge both quick and dead, 


In that bleſt 8 pirit, I believe, of light, 80 | 
And life, and holy love the fountain pures 


Whoſe preſerice ſacred rome” doth excite, 


The hope of heay*nly glory will enfure. 


2 
One church, redekm d and holy, I confeſs, | 
Thro all the world, whoſefiith their works approve; 


Saints ſhou'd maintain, midſt diff rent themes: & dreſs. 
Union of hearts and fellowſhip of love. - 


8. 
To fins forſaken God will grace extend; Wart 
The dead by his almighty pow'r revive 7 : 
Sinners to endleſs puniſhments deſcend ; 
But faints in heav'n from God-eternal 5 Joys Wy . 
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Ather of all, enthrodtiiabore.” 
Eternal honours crown thy name. 
Thy kin , ik come with pow'r and love; 
Till eas like heavin, . e 8 
2. a 

Lord, nckegar day wants thy eare. 
Forgive our fins, which taint : che mind: 
May we ſuch mercy always _ 
As nne. enelinꝰd. | 


3. 
From dang ros faares dcfend 4 n 
And let no evil preſs us ſore. ö 
For thine's the kingdom, thine the pow'r, 


Te glory ine, tor evermore. 
os Ae Birth of Crip. 


ONG lay the ana gloowy ſhade | 

Of ignorance and ſin | 
12 the prince of dakveb made 

empire wide and ons. | 


Our reaſqans s Tile | 
Jo chaſe, dreh 


—— 


O glorious day 1 en Jeſus ſhew'd 
imſelf to men allied. ow, 
Aran the diſtant profpe@ vi 
Believ'd, rejoyC'd, and dyYl. 


His ſtar the humble Me berds l Taw. 
They hear'd the heav'nly choir. 

May not the light from us withilraw, 
Nor th' muſick n a 


Glory to God on hig h 1 85 — 


Their harps ,to. hi 


- Goodwill wh men thelr rylings bing, 


And love inſpir d the ſong. 


We bleſs * day, * the Lord, 
That brought ſuch hleſſings down... 

Ye nations join in ſweet accord, 
And him your So reign an. 


An Prprifſon of u. 
REAT tans af bei 1¹ and lore! 
GG We bow before thy ice 8 
Thy rights we own, truths APPLoVe, | 
And all thy goodnels praiſe, © | 
All th we lags and ll 2 


Thy bounty freely | 
— hare, oe 


From thee our. 
Thy glory tis to ſave. 


To thee we Ada 3 18, 
And grieve we haue no more. 23 
on when it ſhines; and hem it. lun ff, r ti 
r ns we'll adore. Bit 


| * 
But not the tongue, or knee can pay 
The debt of love we owe; 
Far more we ſhould, than we can ſay, 
Far lower ſhould we bow. 


Ti e in Poverty. 


HE N<er the . of the day 

Call me abroad, I often meet 
Children, adorn'd with bright arays 
Superbly rich, exactly _ 


My coarſe and 8 cloaths I view, 
My ſcanty meals and homely fare. 
Shall I with grief the thought 3 


And enen 


No He is kind to all ; to me 
He's kind, his bleflings I receive; 
Not this or that fond good: but ſee - 
Subſtantial. bleſſings N my life. 


My eaſe, my ſtrength, 00 3 heath, 
My balmy ſieep ſecure from fears. 

Exceed the dignity of wealth, 

And make my pleaſure more chan _ 


Diviner bleſſings glad _ heart. 25 
Chriſt and his word relieve my care. 
Grace, peace and virtue they impart, 
And joys like thoſe _ angels fare, 


Thanks to my God. for thoſe diſplays 
Of goodneſs, to a ſinful worm. 
Chriſt and his. word ſhall. be my , : 
And virtue all my life adorn. © | 


N 


N 


Tbe Choice. 


Stet quicunque volet, &. 
. Sen. Thyeſt. 2. chen 


1 


O I ſhan't As him who'er he —4 
That ſtands upon the battlements of ſtate. .. 
Stand there who will for me, 
I'd rather be ſecure than great. — 
Of being ſo high the pleaſure is but ſmall, 4 
But long the ruin, if 1 f—_ to fall. 


Let me in ſome ſweet ſhade ſerenely lye. 
Happy in leiſure aud obſcurity. - F 
_ Whillt others place their joyes, | 
In popularity and noiſe: „„ 


Let my fol minutes glide obſcurely on, 


Like ſubterraneous ſtreams unheard, unknown, n 


Thus when my days 40 1 in ſilence paſt, 
A good plain countryman I'll dye at laſt. 
Death certainly muſt be TS 
To him a mighty miſery, we 
Who to the world was popularly known, . 
And dies a ſtranger to himſelf alone. 6 


_ The Review of Marg. 


HEN all thy at O my God, 
W My rifing ſoul furveys ; a eee 
Tranſported with the view, I'm M --- 

In wonder, love, and . 


0 how ſhall woids with: equal mirc þ 
The gratitude declare, . 

N glows within ond raviſh'd heart: 
But thou canſt read it there, Thy 


Thy royidence my Us faltain'd, 
rn wants redueſt. 
When in the filent womb I lay, 
And hung ypon ogy breaſt. © 4 


To All my weak . and er 3 \ 
Thy mercy lent an ear, 1 
Ere yet. my feeble thoyghtrs bad learnt 
To form themſelves 9 


«i 


Unnumber'd comforts * my ſoul 
Thy tender care beſto 

Before my infant mind conceiv'd „ 
From whom _ O—_ Row d. . 


{ When in the BET * of youth 
With heedlels ſteps Iran, 
Thine arm unſeen convey d me ſafe 
And led me up to man. 


Through hidden ara toils ad deck. 
It gently clear d m 

And through the plealing ſnares of vice, 
More to + fear d NE: 

When worn with fickneb oft haſt thou 
Wich health zenew'd my face, 

And when in fins and Torzxows Junk - 

Reviv'd my ſpul with, grace. 


Thy bounteous hand 1041 worldly d blide | 
Has made my cup.ran er, 
And in a kind and . 
f 70 doubled iow . 
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10. | 
Ten thouſand thauſaml' NN aid 
My daily thanks employ: 
Nor is the leaſt æ ehear heart. 
That taſtes thoſe gifts witit Joy: 
IT, 
Through every period of my life, 
Thy goodneſs. Il 42 
And — death in worlds, 
The glorious theme renew: 
I2, 
When nature fails, ant day ant night 
Divide thy works no more, 
My ever gratefuf Rrart, O Eord, 
Thy” mercy” full adbre: 


13. 
Through all exernity to tler 
A joyful ſong Pll raifez, 
For oh! Etermty's tbo fftort 


To unter alf b. 
nn Ka Speck. Vol, 6, 


_— tbo h ſearching. find. aut Cad. 
Ja X. 0 


| 
EAS O N and nature cry albud; 
And all muſt own, there is a God. 
Ves that thou art; ourſtlves declare, 
We once were nat, am? now we are. 

2. 

But os 2 art in vain we try; 
Finite to 2 p infinity. 


Thought ſucceeds thought, ſearce. bm c bur lk. 
80 bubbles _ apprar, aud burſt, : 


1 


3. 
r word 3 
| Gan we by ſearching find out Oe 


3 But darkly there, as glaſs, : 
_—  - —_ glories of bar er | 


Yet, Bleſſed God, we . Z 
As to adore and love thee too. es 
And hope cer long to reach that ſtate, 8 

Where we ſhall ſee thee as thou art. 


ERS leads with OLED nl: ns 
The Lord my ſhepherd ads l 1 
Where winding ſtreams my food 1 . 
Adorn, and bleis the werdant meads C 
2... . 
2 I cannot want while ag” bi Sor 
1 And ſhould my weakneſs make me firay, n 
3 Eis love — the foot that flides, _ 
1 And kindly OK out virtue's way. | 


4 Y _ With foch T EE n 
Ius Aer * vale ; 
Which dreary ſhades and horrors fill, 
W- _ There n Pl ** kw r ſhall Smile: ..- ... 


va 


08 Envy and 2 my ; war SY 
| WIR plenty boaid and cup bal e. crown, | 
yy And ſongs "wy gratitude expreſs. FLO 


" Ex; -erience ſhall e . 


4 


3 


a A 


= 1 8 
Ty * — 
* 3 RAGS 8 
3 af 
4 Fn % * 53 
* 


. 


hath „ 


7 . #4 ? 

41 * 3 s 

On the 
* _ 


o 


7 Hat's faireſt ſnonet meets decay.' 
— 1 = 

It ſhoots, expands, is fragrant, DEP 
And withers in an hour. ty -+ 

e eee 5 e 

It withers and for ever too, tA 

Let art; let nature ſtrive. 1 

What can their little efforts do? 7728-05. 54% 

The charmer can 't revive. 
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3. \ 
But human flowers, that: fade below, EY "i 


To happier clumes convey d, * v7 os — 1 
all ſpring anew, and bloom, and- blow, 3 
And never never fade. Wo 


nouriſh'd by an heav* ly ray, LS -: "i 
The vou TH, theſe. lines 3 „ ot" 


n 
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On the” — e 


1 S the * 3 falutes the orning ray 3, 
Then drops, and falls before the blaze of nh fo: 
i As ſhadows ſwi rg 246 our ye. (I 
| The en el "and quick » 

ted tothe richer 
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M Eneath the verdhre this earthen cheſt ; = 
ES Are laid the garments of a ſout undreſt, 255 
The ſoul Winz is 0 
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Ce | hom aff | "A 
After his own: for — dary'aly nodes. ! - 
Fit to enrobe a ue en & Goc. be /220\T 
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